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OPA Cracking Under Pressure of War Profit Lobbies 





Comment 


By JONATHAN STOUT 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Reaction here on the 
dissolution of the Comintern was either black or 
white there were no grays. Skeptics out- 
numbered those who accepted the Kremlin’s 
unilateral announcement at face value. But 
among the latter were such eminently well- 
informed and vitally concerned groups as the 
State Department and the top leadership of the 
CIO. From these groups appear to be coming 
the recruits for the new Anti-Communist 
Friends of the Soviet Union, for which Stalin 
himself is claimed now’as a charter member. 

It was interesting to note that those who have 
had the longest active experience in combatting 
the Communists tended generally to fall into 
the skeptical group. Included among these, 
significantly, were a number of Slavic and 
Balkan diplomats. For these latter the test of 
the Kremlin’s sincerity, it was stated flatly, will 
rest on how the Communists now conduct them- 
selves in Yugoslavia and, later on, in Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and Greece. 

Cessation of Communist attacks on Mikhailo- 
vich, courageous Chetnik leader who has re- 
sisted Soviet efforts to establish a hegemony 
over the Balkans and has remained loyal to the 
policy of unfettered United Nations cooperation, 
it was indicated, will be the most immediate test 
of Kremlin sincerity. 

Those who believe Stalin was sincere in sink- 
ing the Comintern do not believe this will auto- 
matically mean cessation of Communist activity 
in the United States. Authoritative sources 
pointed out that Stalin’s step was a unilateral 
action which will require a bilateral follow-up 
to give it practical effect in this country. That 
follow-up, it was stated, could come from one of 
three sources. The least likely is that the Amer- 
ican Communist Party could disband and cease 
activity. Or the Government could outlaw the 
Communists. Or the best and most desirable 
alternative would be for the American labor 
movement to sweep this totalitarian menace out 
of its house finally and for good. 

The only real base from which the Communists 
here draw their strength, it was pointed out, is 
the relatively few unions which they dominate. 
To sweep them out of these unions, therefore, 
means to destroy the real power of the Commu- 
nists, leaving them no other spheres of influence 
than the Hollywood cocktail clique, the Park 
Avenue “weltschmerz and slumming society,” 
and the National Association of Manufacturers 
for whom the Communists have recently been 
running errands. 

The basis of the housecleaning could well be 
that sentence from the text of the Comintern’s 
own resolution of dissolution in which it con- 
fessed that it has “become a drag on the further 
strengthening of the working class.” 

If the American Communist Party will 
take that hint to itself, then obviously the le 
movement should take the broom to them as an 
expression of unity between the United States 
and the Soviet Union. 

That this is more than a possibility is in- 
dicated by what has been going on recently 
in the CIO. It is a peculiar phenomenon of 
the times that as the Soviet star rises in 
public estimation, the stock of the American 
Communists has been going down. The 
Communists have been desperately fighting 
a losing rear-guard action in the CIO for 
some time. 

Perhaps it is no mere chance that Browder’s 
boys have been losing ground in the labor move- 
ment concurrently as they 
were ground with 
Stalin. 

But there is a more real- 
istic background to the story. 
It was learned authoritatively 
that the British and United 
States Government have for 
some time been pressing on 
Stalin the view that the 
Comintern must be scuttled 
for the sake of complete 
present and post-war United 
Nations collaboration. And 
for a long time it has ap- 
peared evident that Stalin was swinging towards 
acceptance of this premise. 

As this became evident to inner Communist 
circles in America, the vested bureaucarey of 
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Noted Speakers to 
Address American 
Labor Conference 


A symposium on “The Eve of Libera- 
tion’—featuring Finn Moe of the Nor- 
wegian Labor Party, Omei Becu, Sec’y 
Gen. of the Int’] Union of Maritime Offi- 
cers (for Belgium), Paul Vignaux of the 
Catholic Trade Unions (for France) and 
Gaetano Salvemini, former Independent 
member of the Italian Parliament and 
noted historian (for Italy)—will be a 
highlight of the first annual meeting of 
the American Labor Conference on Inter- 
national Affairs. The meeting is to be 
held on June 12 at the Hotel Commodore. 

Among the other speakers, prominent 
in labor and international circles, who are 
listed for the various sessions on “Labor 
and the Peace” and “International Plan- 
ning in the Post-War World” are: Wil- 
liam Green, Carter Goodrich, Alvin H. 
Hansen, Clinton S. Golden, Arthur J. Alt- 
mayer, and Prof. Osear Jaszi. 

Reservations should be sent to David 
Dubinsky, American Labor Conference on 
Internationai Affairs, 9 East 46th Street, 
New York City. 
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See Slav Congress New Soviet Policy Tool 


Comintern End Paves 
Way for Russian 


Pan-Slavism 
By LEON DENNEN 


By dissolving the Communist International 
Stalin has buried a corpse which has been in the 
process of decomposition for more than a 
decade. 

Indeed the revolution of Lenin and Trotsky, 
for good or for worse, has long been dead. Only 
the myth has survived. Ever since 1927 the 
Comintern was nothing but an instrument in 
the hands of the Russian Communist Party and 
the Soviet Commissariat for Foreign Affairs. 
From George Dimitroff to the ill-famed Otto 
Kuusinnen the Comintern danced to Stalin’s 
tune. 

Nearly all commentators and editorial writers 
have overlooked a highly significant fact in 
their discussions of the dissolution of the Com- 
intern. They have talked about the effect on 
the anti-Comintern pact, the coming relations 
with the U. S., the future role of the Communist 
Parties. None have considered the act of the 
Comintern in relation to the Kremlin’s new 
foreign policy and to the existence of the various 
Slav Congresses created last year by the Krem- 
lin as an instrument for furthering Russia’s 
pan-Slavism. ; 

It is perhaps symptomatic that two weeks 
before the announcement of the suicide of the 
Communist International, the Moscow - con- 
trolled All-Slav Committee met in the high- 
columned Trade Union Hall of the Soviet 
capital, to the accompaniment of all the pub- 
licity pomp and fanfare of which only the 
Bolsheviks are capable. 

At this meeting Wanda Wassilevska, self- 
styled leader of the Polish Communists and the 
Kremlin-controlled Patriotic Polish Union, an- 
nounced the formation on Russian soil of the 
new Polish Kosciusko Division that would march 
under the traditional Polish flag 

Symptomatic, too, was the audience in the 
Trade Union Hall: Polish Communists, Russian 
Generals, General Ludovic, the leader of the 
Czech forces in the USSR, priests with gilt 
crosses, Slovaks, White Russians, Bulgarians 
and an assortment of other Slavs. Even the 
Metropolitan Nikolai of Kiev and Galicia was 
there, making the first appearance of a Russian 
ecclesiastical dignitary on a public platform for 
many years, 

In a New Leader article on February 27 
I predicted that the various Slay Congresses 
that the Kremlin was feverishly creating in 
Europe and on the American continent were 
destined to replace the Comintern. One need 
not be a realize that Stalin has 
given up hopes for western Europe and would 
concentrate upon Eastern Europe and the Bal- 
kans with their predominant Slav populations. 

The original impetus to the various Slav 
Congresses that have arisen was a Slav Con- 
ference which met in Moscow on April 4-5, 
1942. The conference spurred the growth of 
other Slav conferences in different countries 
and began reporting on their activities in an 
official magazine Slavanie, the organ of the 
All-Slay Committee organized in Russia. 

The aim of the magazine, according to an 
editorial in its first issue of June, 1942, is to 
enunciate “the struggle for national liberation 
on the part of the Slav peoples and also the 
liberating role of the Red Army.” 

Although ostensibly a world organization, of 
the twenty members on the Executive Commit- 
tee of the All-Slav Congress in Moscow, ten 
are Russians and the rest a sprinkling of Czech. 
Serbian and Polish Communists. 

The chairman of the All-Slay Committee is 
the Russian Lieutenant General Alexander 
Gundurow and the first vice-chairman, the Sov- 
iet writer and dramatist Alexander Korneichuk, 
husband of Wanda Wassilevska who led the 
recent attacks on the Poles. 

Viewed historically, the dissolution of the 
Third Internationa] is one of the momentous 
developments of the war. It represents the 
final triumph of Russian nationalism and as 
such—it Stalin really means business—may re- 
rapprochement between the 
U.S.S.R. and the Allies. It is, indeed, the tri- 
umph of Peter the Great, Alexander Nevsky 
and other Tsarist legendary heroes over Lenin 
and Trotsky. This, as Wendell Willkie and 
Thomas Lamont would say, represents the 
positive feature of the Kremlin’s move. 

But there is also a negative one which bodes 
ill for the future of European peace, the At- 
lantic Charter and all the principles for whic] 
labor is fighting this war. The dissolution of 
the Communist International also signifies the 
triumph of the traditionally nationalist policy 
of the Tsarist Empire. 

No one will shed any tears long- 
delayed death of Moscow’s International. But 
The final effect 
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of the Kremlin's decree will depend entirely 
on the practical results achieved by it. It will 
depend on, to begin with, whether the C 
munist Party in the United States will actuall 
give up its ghost and thereby relieve the Amer- 
‘can labor movement of a cancer that has long 
been gnawing at its vitals. It will depend on 
whether Moscow drops the fake “Union of 
Polish Patriots.” It will depend on whethe1 
Moscow abandons its smear campaign again 
Drazha Mikahilovich, Yugoslav Military leader, 
ntefhal Yugoslav affairs. 
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Thousands of rubber workers walked out of war plants in Ohio 


WLB Passes Mine Crisis;Newlssue 
Arises Over Labor Restlessnes 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—If the coal mine controversy does not reach a 


final 


and acceptable solution by Monday night when the present Truce’ agreement ex- 
pires, although that seems unlikely now, full responsibility will rest with former 


Senator Edward Burke whose political connections 


and anti-Labor record have 


been worth $50,000 a year to the Southern Appalachian Coal Operators Association. 


It is an open secret that Burke is the 
core of the die-hard opposition among the 
Coal Operators. The northern operators, it 
is reliably reported, are prepared to strike 
a decent compromise with the coal miners 
along the lines suggested by the War Labor 
Board and call it a day. 

The intransigeance of Burke and his southern 
operators, however, threatens to delay, if not 
prevent, final settlement in short order. 

Burke betrayed the delaying tactics chiefly 
characteristic of the southern operators when, 
getting wind of the Labor Board’s decision be- 
fore it 3urke leaped in to ask the 
new hearing which would have the 
the controversy out. still 


was issued, 
3oard for a 
effect of dragging 
further. 

In denying Burke’s request, the Board indi- 
cated its wish to avoid further embittering its 
relations—or rather lack of relations—with 
John L. Lewis. 





Labor’s restlessness over the wartime loss 
of collective bargaining rights through the 
paralysis of the War Labor Board flared 
into new strikes and walkouts this week. 

In Akron, Ohio, 48,000 rubber workers 
walked out for several days to protest the 
WLB’s failure to act on their wage-price 
grievances. 

In Baltimore transportation was tied up 
by a strike of drivers and operators. 

In Detroit 25,000 Chrysler workers left 
their plants after waiting 8 months for the 
WLB to recommend an umpire to handle 
grievances. 

This week, too, the powerful Machinists 
Union, 500,000 strong, voted to leave the 
AFL, accusing the Executive Council of 
aiding Wm. Hutcheon’s raids on their locals. 





If the Board’s recommendations for settlement 
of the mine controversy are followed in the col- 
lective bargaining negotiations, it is estimated 
coal miners can look forward to a total increase 
of about a dollar a day. Lewis’s original de- 
mand was for two dollars a day. The Labor 
Board turned this down as exceeding the Little 
Steel formula. Despite this, however, practical 
considerations indicate the situation is a victory 
for Lewis. 
to its conclusion hap- 
for all therefore. 
role in the situation, per- 
the labor members of the 
soundness of Lewis’s 


The controversy draw 
pily—or nearly happily 

The most difficult 
haps, was that of 
Board. They recognized the 
position and agreed with the necessity of grant- 
ing the coal miners wage increases. At the same 
time they felt the constructive compulsion to 
Labor Board for the twin reasons that 
war agency on which 


save the 
it is the only governmental 
Labor has equal and direct representation and 
the Board’s very existence was 
strongest arguments ¢ nst 

Labor legislation being floated by 
ipitol Hill. 


that one oi t 


some of re- 
the 

bor-haters on Cé 

In the end the Labor members of the Board, 
in unanimous minority, voted to grant the miners 
a two-dollars-a-day increase. The reasons given 
in their report served to point the responsibility 
for the Mine where it actually 


belongs 


controversy 


The wage increase should be granted, the 
minority report said, being “justified be- 
cause of the tremendous and uncontrolled 
rise in the cost of living during the past two 
years. 

“Weakness, vacillation and indecision are 
the prominent characteristics,” the report 
continued, “which have marked recent at- 
tempts to regulate prices. At the same time 
the regulation of wages has been followed 
so rigorously that workers have been al- 
lowed relatively small and numerically few 
wage increases. 

“The failure of price regulations makes 
imperative that wage regulations must be 
realistically adjusted.” 

Chiefly 
members 


by virtue of the efforts of the La 
Board and through its 
(Continued on Page Seven) 
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Pennsylvania, Jersey 
Labor Groups Unite 


For Political Action 
By ANDREW KHINOY 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 
PHILADELPHIA.—Organized labor in Phila- 
delphia united this week for independent polit- 
ical action in a step which may pave the way 
for a labor party in traditionally Republican 
Pennsylvania. 

For the present, the United Labor Committee, 
organized at a two-day constitutional convention 
by representatives of more than 130,000 trade 
unionists, prohibits itself from acting as a 
political party or an affiliate of a political unit. 
Its leaders, who are a cross-section of Phila- 
delphia union labor, do not intend to put for- 
ward their own candidates for public office, but 
expect to wield the balance of power in city 
campaigns and participate on a unified basis in 
national campaigns. It is likely, however, that 
the growing reactionary trend in both the Re- 
publican and Democratic parties may force them 
ultimately to form their own party and coalesce 
with the American Labor Party in New York 
and the newly formed American Labor League 
in New Jersey. 

Making clear they will not tolerate totalita- 
rian control within their ranks, the A.F.L. and 
C.I.0. delegates voted to bar Communists, Nazis 
and Fascists from holding office in the United 
Labor Committee. 

The resolution was adopted by an overwhelm- 
ing majority, after delegates from some locals 
of the Radio and Electrical Workers (C.I.0.) 
and United Office and Professional Workers 
(C.1.0.) had attempted vainly to limit the ban 
to Nazis and Fascists. In the debate, Joseph 
Schwartz, of the Knit Goods Workers (A.F.L.), 
chairman of the constitution committee, told 
Communists they had no place in labor’s ranks. 

Charles Weinstein, of the Amalgamated Cloth- 
ing Workers (C.I.0.), derided the claim that 
the resolution would hamper the war effort or 
hurt Russia’s feelings. 

When Robert Geiger, 
Workers local, complained it was a “slap in the 
face for Russia,” Michael Harris, regional di- 
rector of the Steel Workers, retorted, “I take it 
that means Russia has a totalitarian govern- 
ment. Otherwise the statement would have 
been made.” 

An indication of the 
old-line politicians view the United Labor Com- 
mittee came at the first day’s session when the 
city Democratic Republican chairmen 
pealed for the 
independent 
Republican 
November, also orated at length. 
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Dairy Trust Squeezes 
Farmers to Spur 
Action Against Gov't 


By JONATHAN STOUT 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Attacks on the Office 
of Price Administration this week have reached 
a higher peak of fury and taken a new direction 
which threatens complete destruction of OPA 
and all further efforts at price control. 

Criticism of OPA, as presented in the columns 
of The New Leader for the past six months, has 
come heretofore mainly from organized labor, 
consumer groups and small farmers. That criti- 
cism was aimed at two points: 1. The demon- 
strated failure of OPA to do its job of con- 
trolling prices. 2. The lack of will or courage 
on the part of various top OPA offieials to 
protect the American public against the’ blood- 
sucking activities of the war profiteefs. 

The sum of that criticism was a desire by 
organized labor, consumer groups and small 
farmers to strengthen OPA and see it -hecome 
an effective, functioning war organization on 
the home front. 

The new turn, taken this week in attacks 
on OPA, is provided by the lobbies of the 
landlords, canners, packers, shippers, food 
speculators, dairy trust and other Big Busi- 
ness toll-takers in the spread between pro- 
ducers and consumers. Their stated objec- 
tive is complete destruction of OPA. Their 
frank slogan is “rule or ruin.” 

No language could be plainer than that of 
Irving Fox, general counsel of the National 
Retail Dry Goods Association, in making the 
open threat during his testimony before the 
House Small Business Committee last ‘Tuesday 
that industry will not permit OPA “to survive 
in its present form.” 

Or the language of the Dairy Trust as uttered 
by John Brandt, president of the euphemistic- 
ally-named National Cooperative Milk Produc- 
ers Federation, in demanding before the Senate 
Agricultural Committee last Tuesday that Con- 
gress force revocation of OPA’s price rollback 
orders and that OPA’s power to set prices be 
transferred to the War Food Administration— 
where the Dairy Trust swings more weight. 

Or the parallel demands by James C. Inge- 
bretsen, director of governmental affairs for the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, before the House 
Small Business Committee, that Congress forbid 

s 





Other agencies are attempting to grab parts 
of the OPA, Washington sources of The New 
Leader report. Chester Davis, Food Admin- 
istrator in the Dept. of Agriculture, has asked 
that the consumer rationing section be placed 
under his jurisdiction. At the same time can- 
ners and other food companies are offering 
high-paying jobs to OPA administrators to 
guide them through Washington regulations, 
%, J 





OPA to issue any directives or regulations 
without prior “full discussion and consultation 
with representatives chosen by industry.” 

This was part of the cumulative evidence last 
week pointing to the ganging up of the War 
Profiteers Lobbies, who will not relax an iota 
of their middlemen’s stranglehold on a war- 
harassed nation’s need, and the marshaling of 
their forces for their greatest drive to date to 
shatter America’s home front. 

Spearheaded by a hate-blinded Reaction- 
ary Bloc in Congress, the middlemen’s 
lobbies operating in the basic fields of food, 
clothing and shelter have united their efforts 
in Washington to do a job which will bring 
Hitler the first good news he has had in 
months and which is aimed to aceomplish 
the following: . 

1. Make impossible of accomplishment the 
President’s program of economic stabilization 
and all efforts to maintain parity between 
prices, profits and wages. 

2. Shake America’s strength to its founda- 
tions by cracking the nation’s internal economy 
wide open. 

3. Break the will and spirit of the American 
people to go on fighting and sacrificing by 
speeding up the inflationary spiral and produc- 
ing chaos on the home front. 

Behind the frenzy of the Big Business middle- 
men, who in the main produce nothing and 
whose only excuse for chiseling their way to 
the war profit trough is the “service” they 
render in the handling between basic producers 
and ultimate consumers, is the first setback 
OPA has handed the “distribution” racketeers 
in the whole year-and-a-half of the war. 

Acting on direct orders from the White House, 
which appear to have stiffened the spine of 
Administrator Prentiss Brown, OPA last Tues- 
percent rollback of potatoes 
and ceilings for the public; an 
approximate 12 percent increase to the farmers, 
that is to the actual potato and onion growers; 
important—a _ hard-and-fast 
limitation of the profits exacted by the middle- 
toll-takers for the “ they render in 
bringing the farmers’ produce to the consumer. 

Distributor mark-ups, or the spread be- 
tween farmer and consumer, are rigidly 
limited under the new order to 60 cents on 
potatoes and 80 cents on onions on the 
basis of 100-pound sacks, or approximately 
22 percent. 

This constitutes the first blow by the Admin- 
istration in the field of profit limitation as 
distinct production-cost control. And it 
is the move dleman’s”’ field. 
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HE film version of Mission to Moscow 
4s a political event to which no thought- 
ful American can remain indifferent. 
With this film, Warner Brothers have 
produced in this country the first full- 
dress example of the kind of propaganda 
moxie hitherto confined to the totali- 
tarian countries. It is our considered 
opinion that. Mission to Moscow falsifies 
hiéteary and glorifies dictatorship. 

This super-production will be seen by 
at least fifty million Americans. It is 
presented not as a fictionalization, but 
as a documentary record of history. It 
shrewdly combines actual newsreel 
sequences with impersonations of Stalin, 
Roosevelt, Churchill and other leaders in 
such a way as to give it an almost irre. 
sistible air of authenticity. It also pre- 
tends to be based on the official reports 
to the U. S. State Department made by 
ex-Ambassador Davies, who appears in 
person in a prologue to give it his bene- 
diction. Mission to Moscow will thus 
create, if successful, an impression in 
the minds of tens of millions of Amer- 
icans that the methods of Stalin’s dic- 
tatorship are nowise incompatible with 
genuine democracy. 

It seems necessary, therefore, to speak 
out:.on this issue, and to invite others 
to make their voices heard. In doing so, 
we do not question the right of Warner 
Brothers to issue Mission to Moscow. 
But we feel that we ourselves have the 
right, and the duty, to expose its falsi- 
fications. 

We make three main charges: 


These men and women, prominent in 
American educational, intellectual and 
cultural life, have initiated the above 
statement which will be sent for approval 
to more than 500 leading Americans. 
(Titles are for identification only.) 
George S. Counts, Professor of Education, 

Columbia University; state chairman, 
American Labor Party. 

Max Danish, editor of Justice, publica- 
tion ILGWU, A. F.of.L. 

Max Eastman, writer and critic, author 
of “Stalin’s Russia,” “Enjoyment of 
Laughter,” etc. 

William Henry Chamberlin, author of 
“The World’s Iron Age,” etc, 

Harry D. Gideonse, President of Brooklyn 
College. 

Sidney Hook, Chairman, Department of 
Philosophy, New York University; 

Horace M. Kallen, Professor of Philosophy, 
New School for Social Research. 


Labor Party Conference Faces Truce 
Issue, New C 


Special to THE New LEADER 


LONDON, England.—The po- 
litical problems facing the an- 


nual Labor Party conference on 
June 14-18 took on a new twist 
this week the news of the 
Comintern’s dissolution started 
controversies in left-wing labor 
cireles. 

The main focus of attention has 
been on the question of maintain- 
ing or breaking the party truce 
which supports the Churchill- 
Labor coalition government. The 
top Labor Party leadership has 
consistently, and with the strength 
of -their Ministerial prestige, ef- 
feetively held to the truce. There 
have been a swelling number of 
dissendents, who have been encour- 
aged by some of the showings of 
independent candidates, and the 
recent election of a Common- 


as 








Allied troops celebrating the 


1. “Mission to Moscow” falsifies his 
tory and even distorts the very book on 
which it is based. 

One of the chief purposes of the film| 
is to present the Moscow Trials of 1936- 
1988 as the just punishment of proved 
traitors. These trials were generally re- 
garded, at the time they took place, as 
brutal travesties of justice. Most of the 
American press, like the rest of the 
civilized world, considered them to be 
frame-ups of Stalin’s personal and po- 
litical opponents. Only the loyal sup- 
porters of the Communist Party accepted | 
the verdict of the Trials that Trotsky, | 
Bukharin, Radek, Rakovsky, Kamenevy,| 
Zinoviev and almost all the other sur-} 
viving leaders of the 1917 revolution had | 
plotted to restong capitalism in Russia | 
and to betray the nation they founded | 
to Hitler and the Mikado. In 1937, a} 
commission headed by John Dewey in-| 
vestigated the Trials, heard numerous} 
witnesses, and published a two-volume} 
report finding that the Trials were | 
“frame-ups,’ the verdicts unfounded, 
and the whole procedure contrary to the 
principles of Soviet law which, like ours, 
does not regard confessions as a suffi- 
cient evidence of guilt. Since then, no 
evidence has been presented to substan- 
tiate the charges of the Russian Court 
or to refute those of the Dewey Com- 
mission. 

Mission to Moscow whitewashes the 
Trials and the Stalin regime so thor- 
oughly as to be unfaithful even to the 
book on which it is based. Despite the 





Dwight Macdonald, editor, Partisan Re- 
view. 

John McDonald, editor, Film News. 

A. Philip Randolph, President, Brother- 
hood of Sleeping Car Porters, A.F.ofL. 

William E. Bohn, editor, The New Leader. 

Jacob Rich, city editor, Jewish Daily 
Forward. 
James Rorty, author of “American Med- 
icine Mobilizes,’ and other books. 
Norman Thomas, leader, the American 
Socialist Party. 

Edmund Wilson, critic, author, 
Wound and the Bow,” etc. 

W. E. Woodward, historian, author, ‘““New 
American History,” etc. 

Daniel Bell, managing editor, The New 
Leader. 

Matthew 
Leader. 

Mary McCarthy, novelist, author, “The 
Company She Keeps.” 


“The 


Low, columnist, The New 
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generally favorable tone of Mr. Davies’ 
book, there are a great number of highly 
critical observations and anecdotes about 
the Soviet regime scattered throughout 
it. The reports on the Trials, in par- 
ticular, were most critical of the pro- 





Molotov 


cedure, especially the dependence on con- 


Von Rivbentrop 


fessions alone. In the film, however, 
Davies-Huston is shown as instantly and 
completely convinced by the confessions 
as he hears them delivered in the court- 
room. As readers of the book know, the 
sensational charge that the Trials elimi- 
nated the “Fifth Column” in Russia 
occurs only on pages 239-246, which were 
written in 1941 after Hitler had invaded 
Russia and which are frankly titled: 
“A Study in Hindsight.” It is not hard 
to divine the motives of Warner Brothers 
in disregarding the bulk of the book to 


build théir film on thésé sevén pages. 
However, we must observe that rewriting 
history after the évent to suit. present 
expediency has been up t® now more 
characteristic of totalitarian than of 
democratic culture. 

2. “Mission to Moscow” glorifies the 
Stalin dictatorship and its methods. 

It may seem curious that Warner 
Brothers should be so anxious to re- 
educate the Américan public on the 
Moscow Trials, an issue long since past 
and one which might seem of interest 
today chiefly to those who are supporting 
Stalin’s straight party line. The fact is 
that Mission to Moscow is not a record 
of current history; it is not even a film 
designed to arouse sympathy for the 
heroic resistance of Nazi aggression of 
the Russian people; it is quite simply 
official prcpaganda on behalf of the 
present government of Russia. It corre- 
sponds in every detail with what the 
Kremlin would like the American people 
to think about its domestic and foreign 
policies. It denounces Britain’s appease- 
ment of Hitler, but the appeasement of 
the Stalin-Hitler Pact is glossed over 
as... realism! It shows half the map 
of Poland in flames when Hitler attacks, 
but the other half, invaded by the Red 
Army, appears unaffected. The invasion 
of Finland is presented as an anti- 
fascist action. Throughout the film, 
Davies-Huston reiterates his determina- 
tion to consider both sides of every 
question, but the audience never gets a 
glimpse of the séamy side of Stalin’s 


— ee ee 


Statement by 66—“Mission to Moscow” Exposed 


policies. Even the tapping of foreign 
embassies’ telephones by the Secret 
Police is airily dismissed by Davies- 
Huston. 


A Nazi film devoted to whitewashing 
the Blood Purge, the Reichstag Fire 
Trial and similar matters would use no 
other means than are employed in Mis- 
sion to Moscow. 

3. “Mission to Moseow” has the most 
serious implications for American de- 
mocracy. 

Throughout the film there is a de- 
liberate confusion of Soviet and Amer- 
ican policy, so that critics of the one 
at any time in the past few years are 
presented as necessarily opposing the 
other. The Kremlin and the White House 
are practically brought under the same 
roof. All opponents of Roosevelt's pre- 
Pear] Harbor foreign policy are smeared 
as either fascists or dupes of fascism; 
Congress is slanderously portrayed and 
President Roosevelt is correspondingly 
exalted as all-seeing and all-wise. These 
“amalgam” techniques, this deification of 
The Leader are methods hitherto more 
characteristic of totalitarian propaganda 
than of our own. 

Mission to Moscow is not “just an- 
other movie.” It is a quasi-official docu- 
ment based on a book by a former am- 
bassador which contains official reports 
made public by special permission of the 
U. S. State Department. This ex-am- 
bassador has approved the film, as has 
the official Soviet representative in 
Hollywood. It is a serious matter when 
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Comm., Socialist Party. 
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such a film tries to spread among the 
American people uncritical faith in the 
benevolence and justice of Stalin. We 
cannot forget that this is the regime 
which recently shocked American liberal 
and labor cireles by exeenuting Polish- 
Jewish Socialist leaders, Erlich and 
Alter, on the grounds that they weré 
conniving with Hitler against the Soviet 
Union. This crime against two mén who 
had devoted their lives to working fot 
the laboring classes and who had shown 
during the past ten years their un- 
wavering hatred of fascism and their 
sympathy with the Russian people, should 
warn us that the Stalin dictatorship has 
not changed its nature simply because 
the Soviet Union is now fighting Nazi 
Germany. The Kremlin’s values are not 
our values, its political methods are not 
our methods, and we are deeply dis- 
turbed by quasi-official propaganda de- 
signed to prove the contrary. 

The undersigned hold different political 
views. We are united, however, in be- 
lieving that the fact that Russia is now 
this country’s military ally is insufficient 
reason for condoning this film. It is 
possible to support Russia as an ally 
in a common war in every possible mili- 
tary way and at the same time to ¢ate- 
gorically refuse to import Stalinist totali- 
tarian practices. We feel that it would 
be impossible to maintain our efforts 
for justice and the extension of democ- 
racy if we should now permit sueh lying 
propaganda as Mission to Moscow to 
pass unchallenged. 
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bia University. 
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HE Comintern has been liquidated. 


But this is not the first time that the Soviet 
dissolved 
to suit Russian policy purposes. In 
made an alliance with Turkey in which one of 
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Clippings and Comment | 


She mourns this fact, and presents a favorite 


teen year it protested its revolutionary inde- son and staunch anti-Fascist—Crown Prince 
pendence—the communiques were once issued Umberto. She knows not what others may say, 
from Paris in 1934 to protect the American but Elsa once had lunch and heard Umberto 
Communists who were charged with receiving swear against the Duce. “Anyway,” she says, 
orders from Moscow—only to be sacrificed on “I shalk’always like Umberto.” As a_ second 
the stone of Soviet foreign policy. thought Elsa finds she likes, too, Count Carlo 


Sforza, the leader of the Free Italian movement. 
But that’s Elsa, the innocent pixie. 


She likes 


ilorwomen, the charming Johannes 


Steel and some fascinating hypnotists—plus 
bargain was the liquidation Salvador Dali. 
Communists. And Kemal Pasha That’s Elsa. the premier political surrealist 


victory in North Africa.—A 





demonstretion in T 








wealth candidate who had bucked 





had them drowned or shot. 

In 1937, Stalin dissolved the Polish Communist 
Party in an attempt to make an agreement with 
the “Fascist landlords.” The leaders of the 
Polish Communist Party fled to Russia—and 
were wiped out by Stalin as Bukharinites. 
Among those executed was Dombal, the Com- 
munist leader in the Polish Sejm (parliament). 
A Bolshevik since the revolution, he was charged 
with being a Polish spy. Wojewodsky, a Com- 
munist representative, was shot for the same 
reason. Warki, Rosa Luxembourg’s closest col- 


sae danse et i eee aad in Wh 7 laborator in the Polish Socialist Party before 
See Saening ee After Mussolini— " a ? the first World War, “died” in Siberia. Other 
The Communist Party has been victims were Sophie Inschlicht, Lenski and 
a staunch supporter of the truce, ® Bronkovski. : > . tented 
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} rvativ y rec , as head of the sovie rade delegation, actually 
ggg a blag Se By Dr. CHARLES FAMA republic, Mussolini’s aid to Hitler Let religious bodies support to prepare the ground for a pact with the Nazis. 
spokesman, argued that “The 1.—Mussolini’s program after to overthrow the German republic their clergy and their institutions In Russia, Stalin was killing the leaders of the 
ending of the political truce would the World War was more or less ©. the tune of a subsidy of one as we do here in America. Most German Communist Party who had fied to Mos- 
merely give reactionary Toryism socialistic. He called for: milliog franes in gold a month, intelligent Roman Catholie digni- cow for refuge. Among the scores of German 
a chance to make mischief.” That a) The overthrow of the Ital 9 aid oueeanere + Reg plane en will admit that ae Communist leaders shot were Herman Remniele, 
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ical moods in Britain today is not state separation; confisca- 0” the part of many pro-Catholic when the church is separated dent of the party; Heinz Neumann, member of 
widely recognized . tion of church estates not writers to show that the Roman from the state, as in the United the Reichstag and the party’s public spokesman; 


With the end of the Communist 
International, the move of the 
C.P. to enter the Labor Party has 
gained some new impetus. It is d 
not likely that the conference will 
reverse the earlier 17-7 stand of 
the party (on May 5) which re- 
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purposes; _ a Fascism, that it did not want this peace. During 

een at lls big feudal war, that the Vatican is neutral of Fascism the 1 
didtnton ét movie tei trviili There are elements, some inour was the only religion recognized 
from church and rich land ‘tate department, who are dicker- by the Fascist State. Protestants, 
owners so that everyone ing with the Vatican through Jews and _ other 


would have land to grow the 











Bishop Spellman, or the personal 


as always been against 


States, does it thrive and live in 
the twenty years 
Catholic Church 


non-Catholies 
were persecuted, jailed or exiled. 








Hugo Eberlein, member of the Reichstag and 
former party treasurer; Werner Hirsch, assistant 
to party leader Thaelmann; David, assistant to 
the German delegation in the Third Interna- 
tional; Suesskind, editor of the Rote Fahne; 
Bertha Gropper, niember of the Reichstag, and 
others. 


jected Communist affiliation. necessities of life. Ambassador of the President to The future governnient of Italy That would be like Stalin shooting Robert 
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of our time—and quite an achievement, too. 


Ideology and Action 
ORD PERRY, chairman of the British Ford 
Motors and one of the most “individualist” 
industrialists in England, recently wrote a tetter 
to the London Daily Telegraph attacking the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, as follows: 

“We are at war today because we are deter- 
mined to preserve the old order of capitalism 
and the liberties we enjoyed under it before the 
totalitarians attempted to destroy the way of 
life our forefathers had chosen. ... What is this 
social security we are hearing so much about? 
It is merely a demand from the inefficient that 
the efficient man should work for him.” 

Lord Perry, who believes that 
mass education is bad—for it 
creates mass ‘discontent — was 
one of the signers of a manhi- 
festo on liberty issued by a 
group ealling themselves The 
Individualists (reprinted here 
in International Conciliation, 
the monthly booklet issued by the Carnegie En- 
dowment). 

Last week this apostle of complete laissez faire 
made a speech to America, reported in the press, 
in which he called on the United States to stop 
selling goods to Britain, particularly automo- 
biles, and asked the Americans to buy British 
goods. Lord Perry falls into line with the trend 
of the national monopolists in Britain in calling 
for a closed domestic market protected by inter- 
national agreement or—don’t let your mouth in 
the front say what you hand in ‘the back is 
doing. 





Poetic and Political Justice 
NE of the major (and correct) arguments 
of G. D. H.. Cole, Victor Gollanez and 
Kingsley Martin, editor of the New Statesman 
and Nation, and other English left-wingers 
against the Vansittart ideology was that Goebbels 


was using that type of propaganda to unite 
the German people. Goebbels would cite the 
Vansittart statements as the grim forebodings 


of Allied policy, and warn the pecple against 
defeat. 

Now Gollancz, in a new book, “Russia and 
Ourselves,” and Cole and Mertin—are talking ofan 
“enlarged” Soviet Russia and the obSsoles¢ence 
of the small state—only to find that their state- 
ments are being used by German propaganda 


among the small East European nations. 


To Succeed Batista? 

RESIDENT FULGENCIO BATISTA of Cuba 

has repeatedly and explicitly insisted that he 
will not be a candidate to succeed himself ‘at the 
next election. Labor organizations, powerful 
factors in island politics, have been casting about 
for a candidate on whom they might secute 
general unity, coalition politics in Cuba being a 
standard method. Backed already by some union 
leaders and attracting favor in the strong mari- 
time unions, is Dr. Carlos Saladrigas, Senator 
and former Prime Minister. Saladrigas is not 
yet fifty, is a hard worker, has much constractive 
accomplishment behind him, and is‘a warm friénd 
of the United States, says the Worldoter Press. 
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The Home Front General Billy Mitchell’s War 


By WILLIAM E. BOHN 
Fifth Seal and Trained Seals 

HE other night I finished Aldanov’s Fifth Seal, and a puzzling 

thought kept me awake for at least five minutes. Here is the 
problem: Do professional critics and literary hatchet-men really 
read the books for the discussion of which they draw down their 
pay-checks? I probably read a dozen essays about The Fifth Seal 
and, in addition, a number of hot Communist polemics against it. 
Not one of these or all of them together gave me the slightest idea 
of what the book is like or what it is about. 

The novel is not just an account of Communist morals, It is 
about traditionalist morals of all sorts. I mean that it is about the 
human effect of moral codes designed to hold groups together, to 
serve group ends. Whether they are Communist, bourgeois or 
aristocratic, they are imposed from without. They have been in- 
herited from other periods, deduced from the writings, opinions, 
attitudes of men now dead. They are imposed on citizens, on party 
members. They shut off the springs of vitality within the indi- 
vidual. They lead inevitably to inner death and corruption. 

In this novel we have three groups of such decayed gentry. 
There are the titled nobility. There are the artistic elite. And there 
are the Stalinist puppets. Throughout the tale—at least down to 
the last three pages—not one of these does an honest deed or says 
an honest word. All of them are externally insecure and internally 
divided. Their lives are poisoned and bitter. 

The King and the Chamberlain, representing the oldest tradi- 
tion, have least of the poison and pain. They are not merely de- 
cayed. They are dessicated. The springs of honest and spontaneous 
action are completely dried up. They move through their scenes 
like old actors speaking vaguely remembered lines. If they suffer 
few pains, they also have no pleasures. The French Count, Bellan- 
combre, is symbo] of the same class and the same psychology, 

The Communists are four in number. Ambassador Kangarov 
is the professional diplomat feverishly ready to turn in any direc- 
tion in order to keep himself solid with Stalin. Wislicenus is an 
old Bolshevik honestly devoted to Russia and to the cause of’ the 
revolution but now in a completely dishonest position. Tamarin is 
a professional soldier who serves whatever government rules 
Russia. Nadia is a handsome young woman on the make. 

Of these, Tamarin is the soundest and most decent, for he has 
lied the least. The rest are all outwardly unpleasant because they 
are inwardly rotten. It is in relation to them that the author does 
some of his most effective writing. These persons live a hunted life. 
They are suspicious of everyone, Every word is uttered—not with 
regard to truth—but with regard to its effect on their status. Be- 
fore our eyes we see them going to pieces, 

Honest Profanity as Climax 

UT the central figure is the bourgeois artist, Louis-Etienne 

Vermandois, a frail and faded Anatole France. This man is 
the unhappy repository of the Greek and Renaissance tradition. 
He is, in fact, feebly at work upon a novel which is to decant for 
us the essence of' the Attic spirit. He discourses wittily at dinners 
of bankers and countesses. His inner suffering is doled out in 
precious aphorism for the price of a meal. And—much to Aldanov’s 
credit—the talk is here in black and white—and its wit is genuine. 


But no more than the Stalinists o: aristocrats does this man 
have a living faith. He hates the rich. He sympathizes with the 
poor. But when he is called upon to defend the demented little 
criminal, Alvera, he can do no better than feel a vague and futile 
pity. Having no faith in the society of his time, he fumbles with 
the notion of turning to the Communists. This fumbling leads to 
the climax of the tale, a climax in which the meaning of the novel 
is finally distilled. 

At a brilliant royal ball Kangarov delivers to Vermandois a 
message from the Soviet government. The State Publishing House 
will issue a complete edition of his works in Russian—and will 
pay him in dollars. Payment in such international coin is reserved 
tor “friends” of the Soviet Union. The brilliant Frenchman is 
70 years old. He is tired, and his future is uncertain. How mar- 
velous it would be to have all those dollars! 

But a second emphasis on that word “friends” called his mind 
to the alert. The Ambassador continued: “Right now you can render 
a real service to the Soviet Union.” He was to send a telegram 
giving his support to the Communists in France. All the rest of 
his life would be in pawn to them. Slavery was closing in. “So 
you want to publish my complete works if I send a telegram toe 
those ’ He felt that 
all free thought had been insulted in his person. The shadows of 
Descartes, Pascal, Montaigne, Beethoven seemed to crowd round 
him, waiting for his answer.” 

The scene was a royal ball-room—bright lights, gay laughter, 
the whole pattern of traditionalist civilization. The old King 
looked on. The subtle Soviet Ambassador waited for his answer. 
He was a part of that whole superficial, dishonest, powerful and 
possessive world. The 70-year-old artist grew purple in the face. 
Human dignity must be defended against all tyrants. He stood 
up and shouted into that patterned scene a shattering word: 
Merde! And this disgustingly honest word he continued to shout. 

The novel is a book of the way that lies work in the minds of 
men. Whether they are the lies of Hitler or Stalin or of the manu- 
facturers association—they are still lies, they are still dirt and 
they reduce the minds of men to dirt. This old writer is tired but 
not dead. Through him speaks again that ancient spirit that has 
come down from Greece through the Renaissance to modern France. 
With an honest word it can shatter the whole fabric of falsehood. 

[Editor’s note: The Aldanov novel will shortly be reviewed in 


these columns by literary critic Burton Rascoe. ] 
, * * 


Books Across the Sea 

HE other night Mel Lasky and I went up to meet some British 

publishers at a party given by Books Across the Sea crowd. 
Their work in this country radiates from the English Speaking 
Union, 30 Rockefeller Plaza. Drop in there some day—and take a 
look at 1000 British books which have not been republished or 
circulated in this country. There are circles with similar collec- 
tions and activities in Boston, in Baltimore—and in other cities. 

At the party the rooms were filled with good books, good people 
and good ideas. You should see the scrapbooks made by. the kids 
in English schools to be distributed to schools over here. And 
equally spirited and inspiring were books prepared by children of 
our schools to be sent overseas. For you must know that a similar 
group exists in London. There they have 1000 American books for 
British people to read and ponder. The “ambassador books” are 
constantly crossing the ocean in a two-way stream. 

The British have had 10,000,000 volumes destroyed by enemy 
action. Few books can be printed over there—and those are on 
some sort of butchers’ paper, dirty gray or dirty brown. The folks 
over there want our books, need our books . You can help send 
them over. Write to Books Across the Rea, Room 1526, 30 Rocke- 
feller Plaza. 


Invasion Routes 
AM indebted to the Greek War Relief Association for a beauti- 
ful Atlas of World War II. It gives me one more chance to in- 


tone my ancient theme-song: “Geography is the basis of intelli- 
gence.” The Greeks have cleverly combined Geography with His- 
tory. Here, with thousands of dollars worth of beautiful maps, 
you have the tale of the war spread before your eyes. It runs from 
Hitler’s occupation of the Rhineland to the invasion routes which 
our troops will be following next week or the week after. You can 
send a dollar to the Association, New 


have your copy if you will 


York City. 


By CY CALDWELL 
MITCHELL: PIONEER OF AIR POWER. By 
Isaac Don Levine. Duell, Sloan & Pearce. 
426 pages. $3.50. 
HIS excellent biography of General William 
Mitchel] benefits greatly and yet is handi- 
capped by the fact that the author was given 
unconditional access to the General’s private files, 
crowded with the tamily papers, and also had the 
cooperation of many of Mitchell’s closest friends 
and associates including his three sisters and his 
daughter. 

The result naturally is a fact-filled, authentic 
biography that depicts the colorful and now al- 
most legendary figure of the Great Billy Mitchell 
as his friends and relatives saw him, and proba- 
bly as he saw himself. He emerges, the shining 
knight of the Air Age, a Don Quixote, tilting 
against the windmill of military bureaucracy. 

Mr. Levine, duly grateful to all of Mitchell’s 
relatives and friends for their assistance, has 
repaid their kindness by joining the ranks of 
hero-worshippers—for he makes it clear that no 
adoring sister or loving spouse could have held 
in greater esteem the pugnacious, selt-opinion- 
ated, brilliant egoist who strutted his brief period 
on the world’s aviation stage, and then was 
forcibly retired to the wings, whence he could be 
heard protesting until the day of his death. 

There was, indeed, much of the actor about 
Billy Mitchell, a fact that his enemies, if not all 
of his friends, generally noticed and commented 
upon. He had “an air” about him, a personality 
that he projected with all the skill of an ac- 
complished theatrical performer. He played to 
the orchestra and the gallery—especially to the 
gallery. He yearned for understanding, for ap- 
preciation of his military foresight. This was 
taken, generally, to be a most altruistic desire for 
an understanding of the need tor air power in 
our national defense. And to a great extent that 
undoubtedly was true. But if the United States 
Government had embraced “air power,” as Billy 
urged it to do, and had placed another man in 
charge of it, Billy’s yearning still would have 
been with him. It was his baby, a war baby born 
on the battlefields of France; he had assisted in 
its delivery and undoubtedly felt that he was, 
if not a foster father, at least the chief attending 
physician, They took the child away from him, 
and he pined, sickened, and on February 19, 1936, 
he died. 

The story of Billy Mitchell is essentially a story 
of frustration, of bitter struggle against the in- 


flexible military mind, which eannot learn any- 
thing until the trumpet sounds the charge and 
the conflict begins. Billy Mitchell thoroughly 
understood this; he knew the orthodox military 
mind, in all its aversion to change, as he knew 
his own scintillating perception of things to come 
in the air. 

That he was right in his basic conceptions, and 
that the generals were wrong, does not entirely, 
or even largely alter the fact that Billy himself 
was wrong in his approach to the problem. He 
never heeded that old admonition “Softly, softly 
catches the monkey.” Billy could never do any- 
thing softly. To catch a monk@y, he undoubtedly 
would have rushed boldly at it, and hit it over 
the head. At least, that’s what he did to the 
General Staff of the United States Army and the 
High Command of the Navy. He belabored both 
of them; and as it turned out they were bigger 
and tougher than he was. A more sensible, re- 
strainel, and wunemotional officer than Billy 
Mitchell would have understood this from the 
start. Officers like General Patrick, General 
Arnold, Admiral Moffatt, Admiral Towers, and 
Admiral King have—any single one of them— 
actually accomplished more for military aviation 
in the United States than did Billy Mitchell. 
They went slowly, were not assertive, but tactful, 
so they got what they could, without bouncing 
their heads against the rubber wall of bureau- 
cracy. None of them as brilliant as Mitchell 
every one of them had far more sense, the world 
being what it is. 

None of this, of course, is even hinted at in 
Mr, Levine’s absorbing, adoring biography of' the 
departed here. It is, I think, a defect in any 
autobiography not to record personal limitations. 
Did the hero’s valet admire him or despise him? 
Did he swear, or fight with his wife, or belch 
after a hearty dinner? Did he get a toothache, 
and fear to go to the dentist? Did he think, when 
he got a erick in the back, that he faced the 
certainty of a rheumatic old age? Did he com- 
plain to his wife about what those brass hats 
in Washington were doing to him, and enlist her 
sympathy? And what did she say?—‘You’re 
right, William;” or, “Why did you get so damn 
mixed up? My mother always warned me—” 
In short, was the fellow human, or just a hero? 

Mr. Levine opines that he was a hero, and that 
the Army done him dirt. Speaking for himself 
and Billy, Mr. Levine might sum up his book in 
the classic phraseology of the boxing promoter 
whose fighter lost the decision: “We wuz robbed!” 


Isle of Rootless Men 


By ISA KAPP 
MEN FROM NOWHERE, By Jean Malaquais. 
L. B. Fischer. 316 pages; $2.75 
| Tranmere an Eliotesque theme, Malaquais 
has written the prose epic of a South France 
wasteland. Java is a spit of land that juts out 
into the sea, and the disease that seeps through 
the island is an all-engulfing ennui. Here are 
maladjusted and rootless men, totally incapable 
of coping with the phenomenon of leisure. Sunday 
is monstrous and unmanageable. An extra day of 
freedom in the middle of the week consistently 
assumes the proportions of a minor tragedy. 
The major tragedy, according to Malaquais, is 
the absolute, inevitable deracination of the 
Javanese. These men without passports or 
identification cards seem to have lost their sense 
of security along with their papers. The author 
is obsessed with the 1 that his characters have 
suffered a complete ‘tion, a permanent loss 
of hope. 
Malequais is sufficiently perceptive to leaven 
his tragedy with spasmodic pleasure and humor, 


2. 


Give him a chance to become specific, and there 
emerge from this Java of “false escapes, false 
hopes, false catastrophes, and false passports” 
patches of beauty and rich, tumultuous living. 
His sense of the comic obtrudes itself gently: in 
the White Russian idiot girl’s stubborn pursuals 
among the chimmey tops of an evil spirit called 
Stalin—in the conversations of the old woman 
who answers all questions by the thought-saving 
expedient of repeating them verbatim and pre- 
fixing them with a philosophical “I wonder.” This 
writing has the sensuous receptivity that endows 
simple episodes with fulness and flavor. 


So much warmth and enjoyment has gone into 
the telling of the tragedy that in the end one is 
more convinced by single incidents than by the 
theme of unmitigated deterioration. Malaquais’ 
description of the island the day after the exodus 
is full of unconscious nostalgia for the smells and 
sounds of the Javanese. It is a strange type of 
negativism that transforms decay into poetry, 
and produces the stylistic grace and color of 
Men From Nowhere, 


Christ and Apollo 


By HARRY ROSKOLENKO 


POEMS. By Stefan George. English-German 
Edition, Translation by Carol North Valhope 
and Ernst Morwitz. Pantheon Books, 254 
pages, $2.75. 


Few poets begin with so auspicious a critical 
fraternity of English-speaking friends! Stefan 
George, thought by some to be the Nazi Apollo 
of poetry — which much controversy appears 
to have disproved—is heralded on the flyleaf of 
this book by comments from the past and present 
of Cyril Scott, R. M. Rilke, Jethro Bithell and 
Morton D. Zabel. In the last few years several 
critics have gone over the political body of the 
dead poet and in every instance George was a 
million miles away from the brush of Alfred 
Rosenberg. Paul Rosenfeld has written of George 
in The New Republic; and the Partisan Review 
has had a series of articles and letters giving 
fact and substance to what may have been impure 
fiction in the past. But it has taken Ernst Mor- 
witz to issue the definite work of translation 

and an excellent book it is. 


What Rilke did to American and English con- 
sciousness of modern poetry, can be traced back 
to sources beginning with Victor Hugo who, as 
the last of the Romanticists, took th. high road 
to Symbolism and Realism. Rimbaud, inheriting 
the social values of the Paris Commune, had as 
his literary shield the later poems of Hugo, par- 
ticularly those expressing the seer quality and 
the deranged artificing hues that Rimbaud used 
so well. George has added to this quality, if 
with a Christian soul-searching lense—seeing in 
the nature of the metaphysica] eye a world more 
or less removed from the tense and sense of man 
as a dweller of the City. Given to a language 
within a language, George lifts (even in transla- 
tion) the somber edges off speech and intrudes 
a heady variety of pleasure and dignity to what 
is by no means a common relationship to Chris- 
tian ethics and practice today. As a Baudelaire 
of the Church, impish to an orderly commerce of 
religion, George has written some of the finest 
lyrical poems of this century, giving “nobility t 
the masses,” to youth, and to that which is cer- 
tainly not an Aryan concept of man: ; 


You uttermost from wind-encompassed boulders, 
And snowy fallows! You from glowing deserts, 
Home of the spectral God, are just as distant 
From buoyant sea and island, where existence 

Is ringed by worlds of image and of God! .. 
Each seeks and hates and does not know his 

brother, 
Forever roams and never is fulfilled, 


° 

And this to a concept of men: 
New nobility you wanted 
Does not hail from crown or seutcheon! 
Men of whatever level 
Show their lust in venal glances, 
Show their greeds in ribald glances . 
Scions rare of rank intrinsic 
Grow, from masses, not from peerage, 
And you will detect your kindred 
By the light within their eyes. 


What Rilke could not attach to a social or- 
ganization like the Church, George attaches to 
Leo XIII, justifying the robe of power by the 
humility given to the office of God on earth, and 
with the same sensuality that kept Baudelaire 
from being welcomed by T. S. Eliot to the Papal 
fraternity of the poets of Rome. In purpose and 
in his middle-of-the-road-classicism, George ‘“un- 
dreams the tranquil soul” making his objective 
Christ his own personal Apollo. 
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Karl Jay Shapiro 
NECROPOLIS 


Even in death they prosper; even in the 
death 

Where lust lies senseless and pride fallow 

The mouldering owners of rents and labor 

Prosper and improve the high hill. 


MV HATER 


For theirs is the stone whose name is deep- 
est cut; 

Theirs the faesimile temple, theirs 

The iron acanthus and the hackneyed Latin, 

The boxwood rows and all the birds. 


And even in death the poor are thickly 
herded 

In intimate congestion under streets and 
alleys. 

Look at the standard sculpture, the cheap 

Synonymous slabs, the machined crosses. 


UUUUURRROEUVONOEL ORGS OOOOOAAOAL THAT 


Yes, even in death the cities are unplanned. 

The heirs govern from the old centers; 

They will not remove.’ And the ludicrous 
angels, 

Remains of the poor, will never fly 

But only multiply in the green grass. 


from Karl Jay Shapiro’s 
Reynal & 


[““Necropolis,” 
“Person, Place and Thing.” 
Hitchcock. $2.00 ] 
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IJuside and Out 


By MATTHEW LOW 


“ZT et Them Eat Bread-Ration-Cards!”:—It was a pretty black 

day. From the Orient came new reports of the miserable plight 
of the Chinese people. From Europe came word that the Nazis had 
quashed Jewish resistance in Poland, the Ghetto had been wiped 
out. And a Soviet representative himself that day stood up at the 
Food Parley and told the Allied council that the Russian people 
were facing starvation. . . , 

Then came the dispatch from Moscow. Joseph Edward Davies 
was being honored by Josef Vissarionovitch Stalin, The state 
dinner was held in the Kremlin. And I reprint this account from 
the AP and UP dispatches which were approved by the censor in 
Moscow :— 

“Foreign Commissar Viacheslay M. Molotoy started the 
long round of toasts with a toast to Stalin, Roosevelt and 
Churchill as ‘the three great leaders of the democracies’. .. . 
In addition to the nineteen toasts tendered, 18 translations 
were necessary, which made a total of thirty-seven tilts- of 
the glass. ... 

The elaborate dinner included caviar, back of dried stur- 
geon herring with dressing, English style roast beef, cold ham, 
gelatin, olives, spring salads, radishes, cucumbers, and a 
variety ot’ cheeses, wild fowl, chicken soup, consomme, Siberian 
salmen, snipe, fried potatoes, turkey and cauliflower. This was 
followed by strawberry tarts and vanilla ice cream, candy, 
nuts, and liquers. The main drinks were red and white wines— 
—red Georgian wines being one of Stalin’s favorites—vodka 
with hot pepper and champagne. 

“Stalin, wearing a light-gray, semi-military suit, black 

boots and the decoration of a Hero of Socialist Labor, received 
his guests in the white-marbled Catherine Room which was 
draped in heavy gray silk and lighted by great rock erystal 
chandeliers. 
“The 18-course dinner began at seven and ended a little 
before midnight. Following dinner Stalin’s guests walked into 
the sumptuous Kremlin movie theater. Each guest sat in a 
huge, soft white-leather chair. Beside each chair was a table 
and a bottle of champagne and glasses. 

“As the golden cloth curtain was drawn back, Stalin and 
Mr. Davies settled in their seats. The picture was ‘Mission 
to Moscow.’ Stalin, it was said, enjoyed the film immensely. ...” 


Eat of the Books:—There was a little bit of tension at the 
book-publishers’ dinner the other night. Wendell Willkie and 
Elmer Davis were there, and the chief guests were three British 
publishers who have been visiting this country, Part of their 
message included a warning against certain “censorship” dangers 
involved in the move of Government to release “official accounts” 
of the war. In England the British Ministry has published a half- 
dozen official war-books—and publishers have found themselves cut 
down more and more on paper supplies. And many people have 
felt that this represented a rather ominous development. ... Well, 
at the dinner it became known that the U. S. Government was 
planning to follow British formulas and put out its own book- 
length communiques. ... On the platform sat Col Llewellin boast- 
ing of how he had firmly cut down the British paper supply. ... 
But not very far away sat Willkie making pointed remarks on how 
certain critical and independent-minded war books might be stopped 
by a Government book policy whic hhogged all the publishing ma- 
terials... . Some of the bookmen were very much on edge, and the 
difficulties were aggravated by the fact that Elmer Davis never 
got a chance all evening to clarify what the O.W.I. was really 
up to. . 
 igevonn Notes:—The Davies movie has opened in about half-a- 
dozen American cities. . After good first-week business, 
the box-office slumped badly in Philadelphia, Los Angeles and 
Pittsbure in Pitt Warner Bros. arranged a tri-state screening 
for Key ,alter Duranty was brought down to discuss the 
picture witn various editors. In Philly the film is flopping badly; 
last week the liberal-labor Record exposed the picture as a fraud 
in a leading editorial. ... The “statement by 63” was a forthright 
progressive document unmasking the “submission to Moscow” and 
was quoted at length in the Times. It clearly differentiates be- 
tween the position of liberal-labor critics and the old-line reac- 
tionaries, some of whom, like Pegler and Hearst, have been digging 
at the film—although some, like arch-right-winger Victor Dever- 
eux, the “Americanism”-monger of the V.F.W., have been pro- 
Davies, on the grounds that John Dewey was “subversive.” ... 
Jack Warner this week denouneed the Dewey-LaFollette letter as 
“Trotskyist,” approved of Arthur Upham Pope’s as “American”! 
Stalin saw the film this week, and altho the report is that he “en- 
joyed himself,” it is widely believed that Stalin will be highly ir- 
ritated at the glorification of Litvinoff.... 


* * * 


\ pecarsed Heard That Song Before:—Tin Pan Alley was preparing 

to launch the tune with the biggest advance drive in the music 
business. After all, the “Lili Marlene” ballad was No. 1 on the 
British Hit Parade and was being sung by soldiers on all the far- 
flung global fronts from Africa to Australia. This was going to 
be The Song of World War II, and was already matching “Tip- 
perary” in popularity. . . . Then someone remembered. It was 
originally a German ballad! The Nazis had given it some na- 
tionalist words at first, but when the boys throughout Europe 
starting singing, new verses sprung up. It passed over into the 
Allied lines in Greece, where the Nazi invaders broadcast it 
steadily over the radio between propaganda messages. Then sud- 
denly everybody was singing it.... Now we learn that Chappell- 
Harms, the song publishers, had dropped “Lili Marlene” on the 
grounds that the U.S. shouldn’t plug a Nazi melody.... 

e ‘ : 


nee Check Department:—We know it’s old stuff, and everybody 
probably knows all about it, but we like to run this kind of 
thing because people forget—and start trusting their newspapers. 
Our Washington correspondent has outlined the battle over 
Grade-Labeling that’s currently tearing the OPA. Well, we’ve just 
seen a photostat of a letter which the Hearst Corporation is send- 
ing out to “key people” all over the country. Hearst’s news- 
papers and magazines have been running vigorous editorials spear- 
heading the conspiracy to prevent the grade-labeling of canned 
food. These are now being distributed widely as reprints. No men- 
tion is made in the letter of the millions in revenue that Hearst 
newspapers receive from the big canners. ... It is precisely this 
technique which operates in smal] cities, counties, and many states 
where legislation touching big-busi nterests faces passage. 
The advertisers poke the publishers, and publishers get busy 
on the dirty work. The Hearst rial is s out directly 
from the office of the President—whoss ame by tl way, is 
“Berlin.” 
. 
_ Winchell in the Dark:—The power of that was 
once located on the editorial page with orutund 
“We protest” has long ago shifted to the Gossi; imn with its 
talicized innuendoes and staccato slanders. ... All have their 
special] political orientations and most of them have wandered very 
far from Broadway. None of them is any ‘ 1aster-mind, but 
a few of them contribute to ¢ Ww, progressive, nstructive cam- 
paigns. Ed Sullivan hits a consistent national 
and on racial issues (where Danton Walker hits gutter- 
both counts). sonard Lyons is consistent] 


And W. W. 


nnocuous 
himself 
has done a lot yeoman work in sci ropaganda. ... . 
ut all of them depend on tipsters, and ‘hell has been pullin 
But all of them depend tipst b pull 
an awful lot of raw deals lately I t of the Stalin slander 
scow,” on pro- 
I ready to 


factory has come attacks on crit n to Mo: 


abor trade-unionists (who unlike the mmies are not 


1 r movement out of gratefulne for Russi 


lease) on-“Trotskyites.”. . . Jacques Doriot, recently 

a Trotskyite!—when everybody knows that the French F: 

lease), on “Trotskyites.” . . . Jacques Doriot, he recently said, was 
do a lot of good, but he oughtn’t to let certain irresponsible tipsters 
trip him up in the blackout. . 
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A Social Problem 


’ By Dr. A. A. BRILL 
4 American Editor of Sigmund Freud 
'ARRIAGE is an old institution which has been gradually 
evolved with the dawn of civilization. As soon as primitive 
man began to live in organized society, probably a clan, it was 
‘found that sex must be curtailed. Consequently rules and regula- 


tions, probably called taboos, were formed for the regulation of 


our mating instincts. As time went on, there developed the modern 
institution of Marriage. 

We can, therefore, say that marriage is a legal and religious 
institution for the purpose of safeguarding the family unit. As 
family units make up the clan, the nation and the race, the im- 
portance of marriage can be readily comprehensible. As marriage 
is a restriction of the greatest emotional outlet that man has, 
namely, the sexual instinct, there have always been resistances 
against it. 

And wherever you go, whether it is in musical comedies or at 
social gatherings, you will hear jokes about marriage. The same 
situation prevails if you read novels, or go to a movie or watch 
a play on the legitimate stage. As a rule, they depict the difficulties 
that two human beings have in entering into the mating functions, 
Usually the hero is a perfect male and the heroine is a most 
adorably perfect female, and the author puts all kinds of frustra- 
tions and difficulties in their way until finally, perhaps after 1,000 
pages, they fall into each others’ arms and live happily ever after. 

ao * oa 

E love to read such books as we love to see such movies and 

plays because by doing so, we are re-living our own difficulties. 
We have married this Wonderful Girl, and now we feel she is not 
so wonderful, or we have married this Wonderful Man and we 
now find that he is far from it. But the sensible man and woman 
of civilization counters that by saying, “well, she is a nice girl, 
she is a good wife, she is a good mother and I am sure I could not 
have done any better... .” 

The majority of men will say that when they talk about it, 
and they are perfectly right. Those who do’ not say that and who 
do not live up to their contracts are usually a mal-adjusted type 
who will try over and over again and in the end they have neither 
a faithful wife nor children to look up to them. But we still con- 
tinue to crack jokes about marriage. A great philosopher said, 
“Marriage is like a beleaguered fortress—those who are outside are 
trying to get in and those who are in are trying to get out.” 

In other words, we are not satisfied with any emotional restric- 
tions and history shows that many very thoughtful men and women 
have made efforts to reform marriage. Considering that marriage 
or the mating instinct is a purely 


emotional manifestation, and that 
emotions do not last forever, but are 
very changeable, any sensible ob- 
server can see that no reform will 
ever reform marriage. 

Marriage like everything else, is 





an institution evolved by civilization, 
and civilization means renunciation. 
We get all kinds of luxuries through 
civilization, but we are also required 





to give up some of our primitive instincts, at least to control them. 
And if one reads the daily press, he finds a great deal about the 
transgressions of the marriage laws and the punishments meted 
out those perpetrating it. 


— what is 


aggression. 


its relation to war? War is an outburst of mass 
The instinct of self-preservation, like the instinct 
of reproduction, had to be controlled with the advance of civili- 
zation. We have thought that in civilization one must live and 
let live. And the Golden Rule tells us to regard our neighbors, to 
respects his rights, etc. Under ordinary conditions we do that, but 
here again there are plenty of transgressions because the natural 
aggressive instinct in the animal is to try to get what he craves. 
During ordinary times aggression is controlled by religion, by 
ethics, but we still need many policemen to watch us. 

Everytime a war starts, those entering into it will always claim 
that they need more space, Lebensraum, because they have not 
enough raw materials, meaning thereby food, etc. In other words, 
they give the same excuse for their aggression that the animal has 
always shown. Hunger drives them to steal, rob and kill. It has 
been shown that whenever there were any wars or revolutions, 
and they go together, the aggression that was let loose also affected 
sexual aggression. Consequently it is assumed that there are more 
marriages during wars, and that for some reason or other, they 
are all wrong. 

I speak from my own experience, and I have not seen all 
such marriages, but I have seen a great many that were contracted 
during the last War and a number of them during this War. Those 
who talk about war marriages assume that boy in uniform meets 
girl and they immediately get married. I have never seen such 
marriages and if they ever take place in that fashion, I have to 
assume that the girl must be foolish, and that the marriage will 
mot be a success. What I have in mind about war marriages, are 
marriages that are contracted by boys and girls who have known 
each other and who thought of marrying before, but the boy 
having been called into the armed now wishes to marry 
before leaving. 
ason why such couples should not marry. 
war, have all turned out 





forces 


And those 
to be suc- 


I see no 
that I have seen from the last 





cessful. And I see no reason why it should not be the same during 
this war. Those opposing it believe in long engagements. I never 
believed in them even during peacetime. I consider them like 


chronic ulcers or chronic diseases. Any sensible young woman who 
is courted by a young man for a few months knows or should know 
what is going on and know her own mind about it. 

It just the relaxation of restrictions that the 
young man in the armed forces to marry. It has something to do 
with it. You might say they just want sex, and knowing that they 
may be killed, they don’t care what is going to happen . Again I 
would repeat, that have seen type. But I 
do feel that there is an emotional factor of which this young man 
is not at all aware, that perhaps drives him to marry when other- 
wise he might have waited. 

It is a known fact that when there is a threat to life there is 
an increased desire to reproduce oneself. And I have no doubt at 
all that that factor exists also besides the other factors that the 
boy knows the girl, wanted to marry her before, and now fearing 
that some other boy might take her away from him in his absence, 
and his anxious desire to reproduce himself, causes him to marry 





is not urges 


those I were not of that 


her as soon as possible. 

There is nothing wrong about it and as far as my experience 
goes, such marriages have been at least as successful os those that 
are contracted a 


ring calm and 


peace, 
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a .. Labor is restless and disturbed. The strike weapon is gone. And now collective bargaining is practically gone . 








The Need For a New Gov’t Labor Policy 


By CHARLES S. ZIMMERMAN 
ce labor situation hes is darker and more threaten- 
ing than it has been for years. A wave of reaction 
is sweeping the country aimed directly at the trade 
union movement. The administration’s wage, price and 
manpower policies have broken down. The masses of 
workers, particularly in the war industries, are angry, 
restless, discontented. Responsible labor leaders, among 
them the most loyal supporters of the New Deal, have 
made no secret of their dissatisfaction with the way things 
are going. A situation such as this, grave enough at best, 
is doubly serious at this crucial moment of the war. We 
-annot sit by and let things get worse. Organized labor 
must act promptly not only in its own interests but in 
the interests of the entire nation, in the interests of the 
national war effort, in the interests of victory. 

Labor is vitally concerned with winning the war. Labor 
has always been ready to make every sacrifice for victory. 
It is surely unnecessary in these columns to rehearse 
labor’s war record. 

A few days after Pearl Harbor, organized labor volun- 


tarily surrendered for the duration its most precious 
right—the right to strike. And it has lived up to its 
pledge, despite what the sensational scareheads in the 


daily press would lead the public to believe. Latest official 
reports indicate that in February of this year only 0.02% 
man-hours worked (2 hours out of every 10,000) were 
lost in strikes. In other words, 99.98% of the time 
worked without interruption. This figure is not only an 
all-time low but it is markedly under the previous all- 
time low, 0.06% for 1942. 

If I were writing this a few months ago, I would have 
had to say a good deal about absenteeism. Today this is 
unnecessary. Recent impartial surveys have given the 
lie to Capt. Rickenbacker’s demagogic misrepresentations. 
Of course, to some extent, absenteeism in this country 
today is not only lower than it was in World War I, 
but it is probably lower than in Great Britain at this 
time. And most of it is not wilful work-shirking at all 
but is due to conditions beyond the control of labor, i. e., 
inadequate transportation, bad housing, ete. 


Was 


It is a matter of record how eager organized labor 
has been to stimulate production and increase output. 
Labor leaders, both AFL and CIO, have advanced carefully 
thought out plans to this end, but these plans have 
generally met with a cold reception from government 
officials and management alike. Labor has repeatedly 
stressed that it is ready to do anything and bear any 


sacrifice that may be needed for victory. And its actions 
have confirmed its Its record in the war effort, 
industrial and civilian—is one of which we may all be proud. 
Surely the trade unionist is justified in expecting 
that there should be some recognition of this fact in 
a changed attitude on the part of management and 
of those in power in politics. Instead, organized 
labor is now menaced by one of the most vicious anti- 


words. 


legislature, and ineight, at the time of writing, they 
have become law. These bills are drastic beyond 
measure. They make virtually impossible the normal 
functioning of the labor movement. They restrict 
strikes and picketing; they outlaw the closed shop; 
they order the registration and licensing of union 
officials and hold individual union members subject to 
fines up to $500 for allegedly illegal acts committed 
by the organization or its officials. 

In Washington, the Senate, working itself up into a 
fury over the coal crisis, passed the Connally bill, which 
the House Military Affairs Committee then promptly re- 
wrote into an outright, anti-union measure, embodying 
the worst features of the old Smith bill. The revised 
Connally bill is so vicious and so dangerous in its im- 
plications that even such anti-union elements as the 
Scripps-Howard papers and George E. Sokolsky have 
warned against some of its features. “Passing laws to 
put men in jail never solved great human problems,” is 
Sokolsky’s comment. And yet this repressive measure 
now hangs ominously over the head of every single labor 
organization of this country. It is any wonder that 
organized labor is restless and disturbed? 





HERE are definite signs that much of this legislation, 
especially in the states, 
There is every reason to believe that 
anti-labor crusade is centrally organized, 
promoted. The notorious Christian American Association, 
a Klan like’ group, is behind it. Certainly 
all the forces of reaction in industry and politics are 
supporting this drive, directly or indirectly. 

The reactionaries have their eyes on the post-war 
period. They want to make sure right now that labor 
will be helpless and impotent when the war is over. 
They want to deprive labor of its only weapon of 
self-defense—its unions. That is why they are trying 
to inflame public opinion and incite’ the soldiers 
against organized labor. 

All of the forces that are trying 
trade unions are also hostile to the New Deal, and 
labor has hitherto looked to President Roosevelt with 
confidence for understanding and fair treatment. But 
the development of Administrative policy in the past 


from a common 
the 
inspired 


emanates 


source. entire 


and 


said to be 


to destroy the 


few months has given rise to a good deal of per- 
plexity and confusion in labor’s ranks. It is not too 
much to say that every section of the labor move- 


ment, every responsible leader of the AFL, the ClO 
or independent groups, such as the Railway Brother- 
hoods and the United Mine Workers, is aroused over 


the Administration’s present wage-price-manpower 
policy. 
From the very beginning, organized labor supported 


program of 
controlling 


the President’s seven-point economic stabili 
zation—the regulating 
wages, limiting salaries, restricting profits and draining 


program of prices, 


union crusades in decades. In more than 25 states, off excess purchasing power through equitable taxation. 
bills to curb unions have been introduced into the But this program has not been carried out. Profits have 
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The Dumped Gas Scandal 


























By DAVID A. MUNRO 

ITTSBURGH—The soinieane Petroleum Adminis- 

trator Harold LeClair Ickes and his business as- 
sociates—“pipelines at all costs” for the major oil 
companies—has achieved its crowning success in West- 
ern Pennsylvania, where the little producers have been 
forced to pump nearly all the gasoline they produce 
back into the ground. 

That perfectly good gasoline was being pumped into 
the ground in the very toughest area where “A” cards 
allowed only a gallon-and-a-half a week like 
a Nazi rumor for a while. When the first reports of it 
heard they Pittsburgh Rumor 
Clinic for investigation. It was also branded as “a lie” 
by the OPA and the Petroleum Administrator for War 
back in But truth, even in Amer 
ica, is likely to get a hearing, particularly if enough 


sou ded 


were were sent to the 


December. wartime 
people are 
The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette sent a reporter out 
into the oil producing region to investigate. His 
report, his pictures and his un- 
equivocal. The Post-Gazette beginning last month 
ran it all on the front pages. It showed that the 
producers of Pennsylvania’s famous lubricating oil 
unable any but a small fraction 
of the gasoline that they were forced to produce 


outraged. 


interviews were 


were now to sell 





in order to get the oil out. 

The fuel is a “natural gasoline” which is ordinarily 
blended with higher octane gasoline for motor cat 
consumption, but which may also be used “straight.” 
For lack of storage space the excess gasoline was being 





dumped back in abandoned wells! 
Y the question of the excess gas is used as 
ical issue to embarrass Harold Ickes. It is 
= also being used as an argument for the Western Penn- 
= yivanians to get themselves back in the idwest or’ 
= District No. 2 ration area, so that thev 1 vy use four 
= instead of 1 gallons a week. But the implications 
= of t fight in Western Pennsylvania go far beyond 
= the mecern of rationing. ; ; 
Over recent years Western Pennsylvania has been 
= served less and less by its local gaso r producers. 
1 of New Jersey, Sun and Atlantic Refining 
each built pipelines across Pennsylvania from the 





tanker termini in Bayonne and Marcus Hook to the 
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Ickes and the Oil Crisis __ 
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Pittsburgh and Cleveland area. 

They have been able to sell against the 
ducers by reason of their control of the outlets. 
the 


local 
Hence 
lease-holders in 


pro- 


the little producer (and most of 


Western Pennsylvanian fields are little) has brought 
out no more natural gasoline than was absolutely 
necessary to extract the crude oil from which their 


famous Pennsylvania Grade lubricating oil was made. 
Against this background and upon this soil the major 
oil companies are conducting one of their greatest 
high-pressure campaigns. 

The two great Oil Pipelines which the Majors 
and Harold Ickes want go through the Western 
Pennsylvanian fields. In other words the Majors, 
who have sold themselves and the country on the 
idea that Western Pennsylvania should be served 
by petroleum which flowed West from the tankers 
of the East, are now selling the idea that Oil Must 
Flow East. Tankers have disappeared on the run 
from the Gulf Coast. Florida production has been 

Streams of tank cars have begun to 
rumble eastward on the rails. The carefully nur- 
tured myth is that oil is short in the East and 
that any and all means must now be employed to 
move oil east. 


discouraged. 


But Secretary Ickes and his Oil Company associates 
show a singleness of purpose in their diagnosis of 
what is the proper cure for the petroleum desperation 
of the East. They fostered that condition of despera- 


tion, by permitting the three trans-Pennsylvanian lines 











to pump in the wrong direction. This was stopped 
when it looked as if Congress woul get wind of 
But, through these three lines, which could materially 
alleviate the East Coast shortage by pumping out 
Per yivania gasoline, have been stopped. Their 
versal is one of those things which has been politically = 
promised but seems likely to be fou to offer familiar = 
“insuperable technical difficultie Three weeks after 
first publication of the stori detailing the deliberate 
wastage of gasoline, the Post-Gazette found the PAW 
shipping tank-car loads of Westen Pennsylvania 
gasoline out of Pittsburgh westward, to Detroit for 
consumption in Canada! 

Estimates of the gasoline wasted in Western Penn- 


sylvania are in terms of “hundreds of thousands of 


gallons a week” by the Post-Gazette. 











risen sky-high. Congress has killed the ceiling on salaries. 
Prices have been going up without interruption so that 
living costs are conservatively at least 35% above 
January, 1941. Yet the Administration’s rigid wage- 
freezing policy, based on the Little Steel formula, per- 
mitted no more than a 15% rise above wage levels at 
that date. 

When labor began protesting against such unfair and 
one-sided enforcement of the stabilization program, the 
answer was the “hold-the-line” order of April 8th by 
which even the power to adjust inequities and inequalities 
was taken from the War Labor Board, and although 
some of this power has recently been restored, the fun- 
damental situation remains unchanged. Wages are frozen 
but living costs remain high and keep moving up. At- 
tempts to roll back prices have so far been feeble, be- 
lated and ineffective. Under such conditions, widespread 
unrest and dissatisfaction are inevitable. 

Or take Commissioner McNutt’s handling of the man- 
power problem. The job-freezing order issued in the 
April was bad is, now generally 
recognized, but even worse was the harsh, arbitrary man- 
McNutt’s so-called 
regulations 


middle of 


enougn, as 
ner in which this order was 
labor 
of such far-reaching consequences! 


put over, 


advisors were not even consulted on 


By and large, it may be said of the manpower 
and OPA set-ups, that labor has had no genuine rep- 
resentation in policy making or administration. Nat- 
urally labor resents having drastic, sweeping orders 
shoved throat without even a chance to 
make its voice heard. Labor resents being treated as 
if it had to be coerced into doing its duty. Such an 
attitude is hardly calculated to raise morale or cement 
national unity. 


down its 


Perhaps most exasperating to the great mass of 
workers is the incredible dilatoriness of the War Labor 
Board and other government agencies. Cases involving 
urgent matters of wages and working conditions are 
sometimes permitted to drag on for months without 
action, perhaps in the end to be thrown out wholesale 





John L. Lewis 


Miss Perkins 


because of some change of regulations, as when 10,000 
out of 17,000 cases were peremptorily thrown out on 
the issuance of the “hold-the-line” order. Making awards 


retroactive is obviously not enough to offset the damage 


done by interminable delays. 


HIS general picture—a savage anti-union crusade on 

the one side and unsound, inequitable, unworkable 
policies on the other—is certainly discouraging to those 
of us in the labor movement who realize that our main 
job now is to support the government to win the war 
and smash fascism. We cannot permit ourselves to be 
tabbed in the back by our own fascist-minded reaction- 


nor can we put up indefinitely with the planlessness, 
delay and high-handedness of the government 
war agencies in Washington. Something must be done 
not only in self-protection but for the sake of high morale 


arie 
confusion, 





and maximum efficiency in the war effort. 

Organized labor must act on many fronts. It must 
meet and defeat the anti-union crusade and it must exert 
sufficient pressure upon the Administration to get it 
to make a drastic revision of its wage-price-manpower 
policies. 

1. A Workable Wage-Price Policy: 

We need a unified program based on the stabilization 

of living costs through price controls vigorously enforced 


and coupled with rationing and subsidies where necessary. 


























Rigid wage-freezing is both unnecessary and unworkable 
and may become intolet if prices are permitted to 
go on rising. Within the framework of general economic 
stabilization, wage adjustment can very well be left to 
collective bargaining, a tion and over-all control by 
the War Labor Board ‘hat is how it is done in Britain 
with excellent results At any rate, the Little Steel 
formula cannot remain a fetish forever. It must be 
replaced ‘ 1 more flexible yardstick that corresponds 
realistically to actual price vels, and the War Labo 
Board must be restored in full, its old power to deal 
with inequities and inequalities. 

2. Government-Management Union: 

Even more unsound and unworkable is coercive job 
freezing. The key to the whole problem here, as in every 
other aspect of the industrial war effort, is joint gov- 
ernment-manugenme on cooperatio Sucl cooperation 
is at once the mos ee? ( { mo effective ap 
proach in handling problems of |: vages, prices and 
manpower. Labo ust be made a full partner in the 

effo with jual voice as well as with equal 
itio 1 equal respo itic Labor must be 
rive adequate presentat oO ill government agencies 
coneerned witl e war effort, such as WPB, OPA, WLB, 
WMC, ete. 
3. Labor Unity: 

But while w press for ound and workable govern- 
ment policy, we must not lose sight of our main job at 
this moment and that to beat back the reactionary 
offensive labor as expressed in the flood of anti- 
union legislation in the states and in Washington. The 
very existence of an effective trade union movement is 
at stake. It is surely time for responsible leaders of 


(Continued on Page Six) 
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Stalin Liquidates the Communist International — A Symposium 


S<!NVNMUNUULUTAUULAUUAUNLSLAAUAAU An Interview With Saivemini MINUTIAE TALULA URL 


JH QUHC00 CUO SYUOALEOOED ASAE TLE 


Is Ciano in Washington? 


By MELVIN J. LASKY 

UR notebook lay, still empty, on the table: 

none of our remarks had been leading en- 

ough to prompt Salvemini. 

“According, then,” we tried again, “to some 
interesting newspaper dispatches, the Italian 
situation is to be handled with—” 

“Rumors, all rumors ... or illusions! What 
do you want to say? You want me to believe 
that ‘arrangements will be made only with 
the military’? Oh, no, that’s not a very good 
question for an interview. Why don’t you ask 
me: Js it true that Ciano is in Washington 
conferring with Roosevelt and Churchill? I 
would say it isn’t surprising... .” 

Ciano? That it wouldn’t surprise Gaetano 
Salvemini was hardly an item to raise an eye- 
brow about. The renowned Italian exile and 
scholar has become by his uncompromising 
counsel in fifteen busy years in America the 
stern conscience of the anti-Fascist movement. 
Twenty years of Mussolini, two bitter decades 
of fighting and waiting for the fall and 
destruction of a tyranny had left him resistant 
to illusions. 

But Ciano! 
to believe it. 

“Why not? Il Duce has groomed his 
son-in-law as his successor for many years, 
and it is only natural that Mr. Churchill 
and Mr. Roosevelt accept that designation. 
Many Allied quarters will be overjoyed—a 
classic Tory dream come true. What they 
have always wanted was an Italian pro- 
Allied Fascism without Mussolini rather 
than a pro-German Fascism with Musso- 
lini. The sensitivity about Benito is some- 

a little difficult to understand... .” 

The Professor refused to admit his irony. 

“You’re not being troubled by the Casa- 
blanca pledge of ‘unconditional surrender’? 
After all, it’s only a pledge, and when have 
politicians ever been handicapped by the 
necessity of reconciling pledges! There was 
a Darlan affair, and it will be forgotten with 
the coming of the Ciano affair, which in turn 
will be forgotten with the making of a Ger- 
man muddle, f3 

A Ciano affair—it was still much to 
take—this corrupt irresponsible playboy, this 
fair-haired boy of Fascism. But why? Why 
should the Italian people, filled with hatred 
and contempt for the “Doo-CHAY,” and the 
“Etcetera Etcetera,” be saddled this way? Was 
it reaction, or opportunism, or stupidity? 

“It is more opportunism than reaction, 
and perhaps even more stupidity than 
both. Reaction, as usual, is blind; and 
fails to see that by playing with Ciano 
and Dino Grandi, the Allies are only set- 


Salvemini was quite prepared 


too 
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ting up opportunities for Communism. 

The opportunism is in Washington circles 

which fret and worry about 1944—and the 

huge American Catholic vote... .” 

The pattern here, for Salvemini, was clear. 
For years he had been focusing an unswerving 
spotlight on the twin dangers of monarchism 
and clericalism. A recent polemic of his, “The 
Church and Fascism,” received international 
attention when foreign correspondents re- 
ported the controversies it was raising in 
Allied capitals. And he had with him the 
manuscript of his chapters on the Vatican 
for his new book, What to Do With Italy?—an 
overwhelming demonstration of the war guilt 
of clerical Fascists. 

“How can a democratic leadership for 
the Italian people be located when all 
eyes are on the Vatican waiting for the 
ae 

“And oh! the stupidity! Washington 
mentions a Ciano or a Grandi or a Caval- 
lero or Vidussoni, and when we protest, 


we are challenged to .make public our 


Professor GAETANO SALVEMINI 
Some good questions for an interview. 


own nominations for New Italy’s leaders. 
Imagine! to announce the President or the 
cabinet of the Italian Republic. Why, we 
might as well be spies in Mussolini’s 
service! Suppose I said ‘Croce’ (and I 
mention him only because he is over 89, 
and public service for him is out of the 
question). He would be shot tomorrow... .” 
But certainly some definite plans and pro- 


the organization 


posals have to be prepared fo 
of anti-Fascist (or perhaps “non-Fascist’’) 

in Italy? 

why he anxiety and despera- 
Allies face 
? On hand, 
are all the glittering generalities, on the 
i tl 


1e fu ing details. When a 


tion? refuse to 
the real problems the one 


Roose- 


velt leaves the glitter for the details, a Willkie 
forward as the politician for the Milky 
Way. But isn’t the solution at bottom 
simple? The Allies occupy an Italian town. 
The Mayor is jailed. The secretaries of the 
Fascist unions are jailed. The townsmen know 
whom they want, whom they can trust and 
believe in—and you have your new Mayor and 
secretaries. When a whole province is taken 
you will have your provincial Governors, and 
with victory the Italian people will have 
achieved a representative government of their 
own!” 

There was a slight objection at this point— 
but she was curtly bade silence. “Women,” 
Salvemini explained with a smile, “have no 
juridical personality of their own, .. .” Our 
somewhat gallant deferse of an American tra- 
dition of obiter dicta fell rather flat. 

“But no,” he continued, “Count 
Ciano is apparently a simpler way out. 
it is, believe me, an ‘American’ way. 

“You remember that Kingsbury Smith article 
in the February Mercury which quoted the 
State Department as affirming a readiness to 
deal with anybody—short of Mussolini. Well, 
Churchill won’t find that very hard to take; it 
remains for him ‘a war against one man and 
one man alone’; but when he returns to a more 
advanced and more critical public opinion in 
Britain there is always that wonderful excuse 
—What could I do? Roosevelt insisted!’ .. .” 

“It must not happen. But don’t be 

blinded by an ‘it can’t happen here’ com- 

plex. . . . And for the Italian people it 
may be said to have happened once be- 
fore. Our Italian boys died in Ethiopia, 
because Mussolini fancied himself a world 
power. The diplomatic success of Dino 

Grandi in appeasement London contributed 

to it. The social success of son-in-law 

Ciano contributed to it. Why, the democ- 

racies’ ambassadors (and their wives) 

practically fell over each other to be with 

‘The Lovely Boy.” He would go to the sea- 

shore, and there would be hectic diplomatic 

competition for the cabin next to his—so 
that the international set could take the 
sun with him, or swim with him. The 

American Ambassador lionized him—built 

up the myth of the New Order—strength- 

ened its illusions of grandeur—encouraged 

I] Duce’s dream of empire ... sent Italian 

boys into war... .” 

We still a little 
Ciano really in Washington 
Roosevelt and Churchill? 

“Oh, no, that’s not a very good question for 
Why don’t you me: When 


ore the people going to wale up? 


steps 


Galeazzo 
And 


Was 
with 


incredulous. 


conferring 


were 


an interview! ask 
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Behind the Allied Food Parley 


. , - 
feeding all 


By T. SWANN HARDING 
+ 21, 1942, Nature of 
discussed “A Scientific Food Policy’ 
editorially. It stated that the world never had 
produced in so-called normal times sufficient 
salories to provide all its people with an ade- 
quate diet. While “freedom of and 
“democracy” tend to vary in meaning in differ- 
ent parts of the world, a calorie is a calorie, 
and a vitamin a vitamin the world over. Turn- 
ing to the United Kingdom the editor remarked: 
“We shall no longer be able to draw food 
and feeding stuffs, as tribute, from half the 
world The food of our animals is taken 
at the expense of men in other parts of the 
world. There are huge blocks of human life, 
in India and in China, for example, whose 
standard of diet is ; order as 
the minimum proposed Com- 
mission of the League of Nations, or as the 
standard of diet of Western Europe. Europe, 
excluding the U.S.S.R.; with a population a 
jittle more than one-third that of Asia, con- 
sumes more cereals six times as much 
wheat. A world of such gross inequities cannot 
be stable.” 


N its issue for 


London 


so 


speech” 


the same 
the Technical 


and 


Here we have glimmerings of a scientific 
world food policy. Today, under the War 
Food Administration, the United States is 
developing a well-coordinated national food 
policy. The entire food industry from farm 
to consumer is being organized primarily to 
provide sufficient food for all Americans to 
maintain health and morale, not to produce 
profits. When the war ends we should con- 
tinue and extend this scientifie policy. 
We should plan then, as now, to asce 

the food needs of our people and of all peoples, 
in terms of activity then 
to inventory the world’s potential food-produc- 
tion capacity to respond to We 
must plan functionally for the production, pro- 
cessing, and distr ing « food as required. 
This will in the agriculture of 
certain countrie Britain, for instance, should 
concentrate on truck crops and dairy and poul- 
try products, thus 
Asiatics to get more 
Argentina. We must 
each nation producing 
with unimpeded 
products. 


rlain 


age, sex, and levels, 


these needs. 


permitting malnourished 


grain from Canada 
have global food control, 
what it 
world-wide dis 


* * 

HIS onal 
regard 

difficult to say. 

efficiently for 

international cartels which so often impede 


means internati 


cooperati 
that as impractical. Just \ 

What could have-operated more 
profit and exploitation than the 


when we wanted war? 
Nothing 
the International 
the Agreement of 
This committee 
Britain, the Nether! 
Siam. The res} i 
members and a t ical bos ad 


to prepare fon 
have worked 
Rubber Committee, created by 
London, signed May 7, 1934 
iposed of members from 
France, 


backe | 


could smoothei 


India, 
vernments 
committee ex¢ 
production of 
estab I 1 
well that i 
States coul 
the exp juot to 100 


¢ 


rsuade the committ 
percent 
to enable 

This ; 
reduce production and export quotas in order 
to raise pri However, it is quite possible 
to have smoothly functioning international set- 
ups to achieve socially and economically con- 


pare 
committee was des course, 


ces. 


structive 
the world 

We may find some guidance in 
dum of Agreement 
Trade in Wheat, arrived at officials 
ot Argentina, Australia, and the United States, 
and the United 
imports wheat. For 
Rubber, offered 
But in instance, 
1 


ends like inhabitants of 
proper y. 

the Memoran- 
Regarding International 
between 
all wheat-exporting nations, 
Kingdom which normally 
many years Wheat, 


iternational problem, 


has 
this 
, committee, also 
advised by set up 
to serve rather than to exploit the world public. 
The Preamble to this Agreement, which was 
1 July 6, 1942, is very viewpoint. 
Preamble sets that 
throughout the world assured 
supplies of wheat, the 
can grow 
Wheat, 
produced where it 
should 


like 


unlike yber, an internationa 


technical experts, has been 


signe broad in 


This forth the fact con- 
sumers 

sufficient 
duction of 
it only at high 


other 


must be 
but that 
which 


pro- 
countries 


must be 


wheat by 
curtailed. 


cost 


like foods, should be 
can be turned out most economically. It 


not be grown uncer subsidy and then thrown 
upon high a_ price. 


3. 


where it 


the world market at 


too 


standa been low 


mat contint Preamble, 
the consumption 
prices. In sim- 


coun- 


could be improved by 


of more wheat through lowered 


ilan 
tries could be 


manner the dietetic standards of all 
stimulating the con- 
rich in proteins, vitamins, 
and minerals, the increased production of which 
would offer a fat 
land than high-cost 
This is broad, global doctrine. Such condi- 
tions of production, supply, and marketing 
must be instituted for wheat and other foods 
as will be fair to consumers, maintain world 
supplies at a safe level, and supply reasonable 
renumerations to producers. 
However, it ld always 
ply world nee 
that is primar 
total World 


to broadened 


Imp. oved by 


sumption of foods 


more valuable use for arable 
wheat production. 


it should be primary 
functionally, 
J States during 
war. adjusted 

broad- 


inter- 


can make deposits when in flush production. 
Agreements like the one on wheat can be 
made regarding foods other than wheat. 
These international agreements can be made 
to work and, through them, the population 
of the world can be adequately fed to the 
nutritional and financial benefit of us all. 
Moreover the nations can make them work. 


« * . 


The Confer- 


ence on 


agenda for the United Nations 
Food Agriculture, scheduled to 
convene at Hot Springs, Virginia, on May 18, 
indicates that a global food policy can be in- 
itiated there. An effort is to be made to ascer- 
tain the food needs of the various peoples in 
he world. It is realized that we have not had 
surpluses of agricultural commodities in the 
past, for these have really been the result of 
maldistribution and inderconsumption. In 
future the food required must be _ produced 
and moved into consumption on a world-wide 


and 


basis. 

Hence the Conference is considering the fooa 
consumption in all countries, the 
causes and consequences of malnutrition, meas- 
standards of consump- 


deficiencies 
ures for improving the 
tion, and the nutrition goals that may reason- 
ably be established. It will study the manner 
in which pre-war consumption levels were af- 
fected by prosperity or depression, and by the 
purchasing power of populations. It will 
national and interna- 
tional goals for improved food consumption, 
based upon sustained employment and expandea 
industrial activity. 


It will develop means of 


seek 


to establish reasonable 


producing more of 


ncreased supply and less 


commodities needed in 
of those in surplus. It will 
ures of agricultural 
and efficiency, while developing and conserving 
and facilitating 
istments. It will investigate 
movement of agricultural 
the 
processing, ana als- 
buffer stocks 


and adequate supplies. 


consider meas- 
productivity 


rea] 
improving 
icultural resources occu- 
pati 1 meth- 
ods of facilitating the 
products in world commerce, improvement 
of agricultural marketing, 
tribution, and the setting up of 
to assure equitable price 

The conference begins with a world vision. 
It should mark an important initial step in 
the development of a scientific global food 
policy. 


THE FOOD PARLEY AT HOT SPRINGS, VA. 
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C.1. chieftain, unemployed. 
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Russian nationalist. 
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LEON TROTSK 
He, too, was liquidated. 


Liberal, Labor Leaders Analyze 
Motives of New Soviet Move 


Sidney Hook 


WO years ago in The New Leader [Oct. 11, 

1941] I argued that the dissolution of the 
Communist International, and more particularly 
of the American Communist Party, would be 
to everybody’s interest except Hitler’s. I am 
still convinced that this is true—and also that 
it is yet to be done. The declaration of the 
Comintern is itself evidence, aside from giving 
the Kremlin a talking point in its dealings 
with the world, that not much has been ac- 
complished. Taking the official statement at its 
face value, it is questionable whether anything 
was intended to be accomplished except the 
preparation of a de jure rejoinder to future 
charges against the Kremlin. 

The reason for the dissolution of the Comin- 
tern—the “deep differences” between the vari- 
ous countries in which its sections are active 
—would have been just as valid a ground for 
liquidating the Comintern long ago. More im- 
portant, it points to the “disaffiliation” of the 
American Communist Party in 1940 as a prece- 
dent for its That is to say, the 
Comintern proposes to all of its sections that 
they carry on in the same way as the American 
section has carried on from 1940 to the present. 
How has the American section carried on since 
1940? As a faithful servant of the Kremlin 
on every point! Browder is perfectly justified in 
saying that the Comintern declaration does not 
affect the American Communist Party. He fails 
to add that the formal gesture of disaffiliation 
from the Comintern in 1940—taken in order 
to get around the law for the Registration of 
Foreign Agents — had no effect its sub- 
sequent activities. 

Only if the national sections of the Comintern, 


proposals. 


upon 


including all its fronts, 
banded, will the 
Comintern mark a genuine change in its policy. 
If the national sections are not disbanded, they 
will prove to be even more dangerous foes to 
the democratic, labor, and socialist movements 
of the world than at any time in the past. For 
if it was possible to bamboozle so many people 
when the fact of their affiliation to an agency 
of a foreign government openly avowed, 
how much easier will it be to take the innocent 
and misinformed into camp ? 


are permanently dis- 


Kremlin’s dissolution of the 


was 


now ? 


Eugene Lyons 
—s American Mercury 
the politically illiterate, which is to 
the majority of our press and 
will accept 


qyy 


say radio 
the “dissolution” of 
the Communist International at face value. 
Those familiar with the Kremlin’s tactics will 
recognize it as one more “maneuver,” intended 
to achieve some specific immediate results in 
Russia’s foreign relations. 

It should be recalled that the dissolution of 
the Profintern—the Red Trade Union Interna- 
tional—some seven years ago did not end Com- 
munist infiltration of trade unions abroad in ac- 
cordance with directives and party-line trim- 
mings elaborated in Moscow. The dissolution 
of the Comintern will have just about the same 
effect in ending Communist intrusion on the 
affairs of other nations. 

A fest case of what disassociation from the 
Comintern means in reality has, of course, been 
provided by the American Communist Party. 
Its link with the Comintern was formally dis- 
solved in 1940. Yet the years 1940-43 have wit- 
nessed the most rigid adherance to the Moscow 
line by American Communists 

Nazi Germany has managed to maintain an 
effective network of Fifth Columns without any 
International. The control is exercised through 
the Foreign Office and the Nazi Auslandsamt. 
In sober fact the Moscow contro! has for years 
come from the same type of sources 
Narkomindel or Foreign Office, the propaganda 
apparatus of the Russian Communist Party and 
the world-wide machinery of the G.P.U. The 
so-called Comintern has been largely a front 
for this direct domination. Now the front 
been removed; the power will be exercised with- 


commentators, 


-from the 


nas 
out a rubberstamp imprimature by the foreign 
Communists in Moscow—all of 
prisoners of the Soviet regime. The 
will be nil. 
Changes in 
nationalist ideology, 
will take place. What 
munism at the outset 
tional Communism, the exact para 
National 
intern is another expression of that 
than a genuine ch: > of 
the world, unite” was a! 
a slogan. 
“Workers of 


have preceded 


them virtual 


total effect 
Soviet foreign policies, ir 

More 
was international Com 
ago become Na- 
llel of Hitler’s 


of the Cor 


have take place 


has long 
The dissolution 


Socialism. 


policy 


anaoneda 


years. 


Dean Alfange 


dissolution 


didate f 


HE 
doul 


both on the 


ted, 
propaganda 
motives that 
at face 
f its favorat 
The effect 


munist Par 


Value 


be negligible. 

some quarters by lendi au ility to its 
f inde lence. The and labor 
movements in this country must be the more 
vigilant on that account. 


assertior f indener 


Raphael Abramovitch 


ROM an organizational 

so-called “dissolution” of the Comintern is 
a poorly-veiled bluff. There has been no Comin- 
tern as a representative international body for 
the last 15 years. The Communist parties cut- 
side of Russia were “bossed” to the smallest 
details by the Russian known as the 
“Orgotdiel,” the Comintern’s organizational 
department, but actually a the Rus- 
sian C.P. (although it employed a certain num- 
ber of minor foreign figures). With the “disso- 
lution,” ccntact with Communists abroad wil! 
be maintained through some other channel. 

But there is another aspect. In January of 
1938, Stalin was still pledging allegiance to the 
principles of 1919. “We pled Comrade 
Lenin,” he declared in a memorial speech, “that 
we will not spare our lives in order to strengthen 
and to widen the union of all workingmen of 
the world, the Communist International.” Now 
he discovers that it was all really ‘a historic 
mistake,” a nuisance and hindrance in the war 
against Fascism. 

This acknowledgment of the failure of the 
Comintern and the gross abandonment of even 
the formal Marxian principle of internationalism 
another ral defeat of Com- 
munism. Its complete capitulation as a prole- 
tarian ideology the deep social trans- 
formation of the ruling class of Stalin’s Russia 
with respect to the idea of world revolution, 

More and mere the Stalinist ruling class be- 
came enamoured of a nationalism of the Rus- 
sian State. The id 1 content of the war 
Hitler from June 22, 1941, on has been 

] = slogans of 
t glorious 
olden times. Where 
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point of view, the 


agency 
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you, 
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reflects 


eologica 
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traditions” of the Empire of 
in the Pravda of the last 
find even a mention of 
ciples 
foundation of the 
In aband 
maneuy 


months can one 
1s and prin- 


at. the 


the slogar 
which were laid down by Lenin 
£'s nternational? 
Stalin 
ities of his 
the 


(long 


‘omintern, 


ning com- 
door- 

‘hird International” since 
him), change ) ng im- 
and n inist Russia 
Communists, “the 
will have 
Moscow a 
ymintern 
from 
for 
Red 


internal poli 
sign of the 
useless fo which 


portant thing essential. 
remains, in the e} 

fatherland of all workingmen.” 
their allegiance whethe1 
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International.” 


Matthew Woll 


Vice-President, American Federation of Labor 
HE j the 
Communist ! be easily 

ponsible. It could be 

dissolution of the various 

Communist parties affiliated with the Comin- 

tern, the suspension of their press and the dis- 

their Until 
occurs, org countries, 
from Communist 
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stalin 


some compensation 
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sincerity of the action, dissolving 
International, coul 
demonstrated by those re 
demonstrated by the 
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(Continued on Page Seven) 
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“This Land Is Mine” Opens at the Rivoli Theatre 





In “Moon Is Down” 











A scene from the movie version 


of the Steinbeck novel now a 
the Palace Theatre. 
PALISADES PREPARES A 
GALA HOLIDAY SHOW 


One of the greatest 
week-end shows has been plannec 








t 


Memorial 


for Palisades Amusement Park, 
N. J., this holiday week-end (May 
29, 30 and 31). The headlined 


band attraction is Van Alexander 


and his orchestra, 


featuring Betty 


Carr, who will play for the free 
stage presentation and also free 
dancing. Van Alexander and his 
musical crew is booked into the 
Jersey resort from May 29 thru 
June 4th. 

Also on the free stage show is 
the sensational Peejay Ringens, 
soaring through space on a bi- 


eycle and landing in 
taining less than four 
water. 
outstanding thril! 
his kind in the world. 


1 


a tank con- 
feet of 
Ringens is considered the 
performer of 


"MY FRIEND FLICKA’ OPENS 


AT ROXY—STAR-STUDDED 
STAGE SHOW 

“My Frierd Flicka,” the 
20th Century-Fox Technicolor filn 


new 


1 


version of Mary O’Hara’s popular 


new screen at 
Theatre. 
presenta 


best-seller, is the 
traction at the Roxy 
The new Roxy stage 


tion features four outstanding 
acts with personalities of the 
stage, screen and radio. These in- 
clude The Hartmans, Larry Adler, 
Mitzi Mayfair and The Merry 
Macs. 

“My Friend Flicka” stars Roddy 
McDowall, Preston Foster and 
Rita Johnson, and features James 
Bell, Jeff Corey, Diana Hale and 


Arthur Loft. 





"THE MOON IS DOWN" 
AT R.K.O. PALACE 


“The Moon Is Down,” stirring 
picturization of John Steinbeck’s 
novel is now at the RKO Palace 
Theatre together with the first- 
run comedy “Cowboy From Man- 
hattan” starring Frances Lang- 
ford, Robert Paige, Leon Erro! 
and Walter Catlett. Featuring Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke, Dorris Bow- 
don, William Post, Jr., and Henry 


Travers. “The Moon Is Down” 
vividly describes the actiorts of 
an rng gg Norwegian town to- 
wards the Nazi conquerors. 
RACHMANINOFF 
MEMORIAL CONCERT 

Fritz Kreisler, Sergeant Eug- 
ene List and James Melton will 
be contributing artists at the 
Rachmaninoff Memorial Concert 


which will be 
American 


presented by the 
Society of Composers 
Authors and Publishers on Tues- 
day evening, June Ist, at Carnegie 
Hall. Howard Barlow and Fr: 
Black, who are also donating 
their services, will take turns con- 
ducting the Philharmonic Sym- 
phony Orchestra in this all-Rach- 
maninoff program, the proceeds 
of which will go to the Armed 
Forces Master Records. 











At Rivoli 





Maureen O'Hara co-starred with 
Charles Laughton and George 


“This Land Is Mine,” 
film at Rivoli Theatre. 


Sanders in 
anti-Nazi 








After Mussolini 


(Continued from Page Two) 
cratic plebiscite. 

4.—There are close to one hun- 
dred thousand anti-Fascist Itali 
ans in this country who couk 


} 


form an Italian Legion willing to 


fight side by side with 


forces in Northern 


American 
Africa in pre- 


paration for the invasion of Italy. 


should be given to al 


All aid 


| 


the underground groups in Italy. 
For we must be mindful that Italy 
is divided into two camps, the 


who have 


for I 


youthful Fascists 
trained to fight 


been 


ascism to 


the last drop of blood and the 
great majority of the Italians 
who are anti-German and wouk 
welcome liberation from Faseis 


and Nazi enslavement. 
must b 


1 


5.—Edueation in Italy e 
reestablished along the lines of 
our American system. This was 
so up to the coming of Fascism; 
afterwards every teacher from 


the kindergarten to the university 


professor was forced to teach th 


Fascist creed and, strange to say, 
side by side with the priest on 
the nun’ who taught the Roman 
Catholic catechism. 


The system of education 


be amplified and democratized 


mus 


sO 





What? 


youth of 
and to 
practice 


Italy will 
demo- 


that the new 
learn to live 
theory, 
another’s’ views, 
the pres 
pric yr” to this 


love 
cratic tolerance 


of one freedom 


of religion, , ete. 

Italy 
forty- 
population 


had 


The 


war, 
two million inhabitant 
has had no possibility 
of expansion, 


and an over-popu- 


later finds 
ible to live 


aroused by agi 


lated country sooner or 
it economically imposs 
and is easily 
tutor who 
thing with 
stomach, 
We 
our doors 
fused admi thous 
Italians who would come here 
enrich our nation. On the other 
hand we left doors open 


any 
them 
fill 


some- 


their 


promise 
which to 


We 


and re- 


clos ed 


frank. 
immigration 


must be 


ands of 
and 


sion to 


oun for 


Fascist propagandists to propa- 
gate the doctrines of Fascism not 
only to our five million Italo- 
Americans but to the American 


publie at large. 

I can best conclude by quoting 
the old Latin adage NEMO DAT 
QUOD NON HABET “ 
that which he 
we wish democracy 


no one can 
has not.” If 
for all other 
erve 


vive 


ations we must pres demoe- 


ation. 


racy in our n 





A New Gov’t Labor Policy 


(Continued from Page Four) 


labor to wake up and take notice. The first and most 
essential requirement is unity within the ranks of labor. 
As long as labor remains divided against itself its enemies 
will have an easy time. It is imperative that the AFL, 
the CIO, the Railway Brotherhoods and the United Mine 
Workers join hands nationally and locally in combating 
this growing menace to their common interest and 
their most precious right Joint committees should be 
set up in every state and in every community to defend 
the labor movement against attack and to bring labor’ 
case to the people. 
4. Independent Political Organization: 

gut we must recognize that the problem is basically 
political. Labor’s enemie carry) heir campaign to 
Congress and the State Legislatures. Labor can reply 
only through political action. The wave of anti-union 
legislation is the responsibility of the reactionaries in 
both parties, Republican and Democratic alike. “The only 
effective answer is a powerful political organization cre 
ated by labor, liberal and progressive elements, that will 
fight against the reactionary tide, that will fight to pre 
serve and extend the fundamental achievements of the 
New Deal. 

In New York State we have shown an example. The 


arty 
bot 


American Labor | 
of organized labor, 
ranks, side by 
progressive citizens. 
general reactionary 
100,000 We 


side 


votes, are 


h 


has united significant sections 
AFL 
with large 
In the 
trend, 
recognized 


within its 
liberal and 
despite the 
to poll over 
important 


CIO, 
groups of 


and 


last election, 


we were able 


as an 


political power in the state and both political parties 


have to reckon with the 


ALP in their legislative 


plans. 


We have done something. Labor everywhere can do 

the same or even better. 

{ : r view ri ) the ) 
ol labor init ind political o1 ie ate 
we could go forward to a iti ( part that 
will be truly representative o ‘ ‘heral nd 
progressive lorce n this country. The 1944 elections are 
fast approaching. In the electio hing le than 
the New Deal, its achievements and objectives, will be at 
stake. Unkle ve begin i) effective 
action next year, all ma ke I \ hu to act 


and act at once, 


At Palisades Park 





Soaring through space on a bicycle and landing in a tank with 4 ft. of 

water, Peejay Ringens, sensational thrill performer, will open a limited 

engagement at Palisades Amusement Park, N. J., this Friday (May 

28th) simultaneous with the opening of the mammonth salt water pool 
at the popular Jersey playground. 





CHURCHILL'S ADDRESS— 
LAST-MINUTE WAR NEWS— 
SHORTS AT EMBASSY 


“FIVE GRAVES TO CAIRO" 
AND NEW STAGE SHOW 
AT THE PARAMOUNT 


_ Great Britain's, Prime Minister With Erich von Stroheim por- 
in his address to the United traying the role of Field Marshal 
States Congress headlines the new Rommel, “Five Graves to Cairo,” 
program this week at all Em- opened ‘at the New York Par- 
bassy Newsreel Theatres. amount last Wednesday. Franchot 
In a speech of brilliance and Tone, Anne Baxter and Akim Ta- 
eloquence the Prime Minister miroff play the other principal 
summarizes the struggles and vic- — yoles. 
tories of the United Nations in The story takes place behind 
this Global War. Mr. Churchill the line of Rommel’s then victor- 
tells the people of America that jous Afrika Korps and has to do 
Great Britain will fight side by with a British tank soldier aceci- 
side with us against the Japs dentally stumbling into Rommel’s 
until their cities lay in ashes, for staff headquarters and gaining 
there can be no real peace until his confidence along with some 
the Japs are completely crushed. precious secrets. Franchot Tone 
News from Overseas: Thrilling plays the British soidier. Billy 


filmed by Navy 
actual sea war- 


Wilder and Charles Brackett wrote 
and directed the film. 


action pictures 
photogr iphers of 


fare, show U. S. sub attack and In person the Paramount is 
sink "Jap patrol boat, with a with-  persenting Frank Sinatra, sing- 
ering blast of shell fire from its ing sensation, in a return engage- 








CHARLES LAUGHTON, 
MAUREEN O'HARA AND 
GEORGE SANDERS 

TOP BIG CAST 

Following the engagement of 
“The Ox-Bow Incident,” which has 
just ended its run at the Rivoli 
Theatre, the management is cur- 
rently offering “This Land Is 
Mine,” a drama of courage 
uyvainst the powers of terror. 

Charles Laughton, co-starred 
with Maureen O’Hara, is cast as 
a shy and_ ineffectual school 
teacher who becomes invo!ved in 
the maelstrom of emotion, and 
complications that follow the ar- 
rival of Nazi troops into a small 
town, where he resides, and even- 
tually finds himself leacing a hope- 
less, but gallant revolt against 
the hated overlords. 

George Sanders, as the collab- 
orationist, Walter Slezak as the 
Nazi officer, Una O’Connor as 
Laughton’s mother, and Kent 
Smith as an intrepid saboteur 
head the cast of supporting play- 
ers, Which also includes Philip 
Merivaie, Thurston Hall, George 
Coulouris, Nancy Gates, Ivan 
Simpson, and John Donat. 

The screen play by 
Nichols was directed 
Renoir. 

Up-to-the-minule Paramount 
News and varied featuretts in- 
cluding a Walt Disney technicolor 
cartoon are also programmed. 


STRAND HOLDS BIG. STAGE 
AND SCREEN SHOW 

The King of Hi-de-ho, Cab Call- 
oway and His Jive Jubilee head- 
ing the stage show at the N. Y. 
Strand will begin a 2nd week’s 
engagement through Friday, May 


In Stirring Film 





Above is a scene from the MGM film the ¢ 


“Bataan,” 
next film attraction. 


apitel Theatre’s 








Dudley 
Jean 


ACCLAIMED BY PRESS 
AND PUBLIC 


in their 
greatest 


by 


28th. The Calloway Jubilee fea- 
tures Paul, Dinky and Eddie, 
Ralph Brown, Cholly and Dotty, 


The Calloway Rug Cutters, The 
Cab Jivers, and J. C. Heard and 
Jonah Jones. As the Special Added 
Attraction on the Calloway “In 
Person” show, the Strand pre- 
sents Dooley Wilson, the Sam of 
“Casablanca” fame, who made 
such a hit as the singing pal of 
Humphrey Bogart in the film. 
The Warner Bros. action drama, 
“Action In the North Atlantic” 
starring Humphrey Bogart, Ray- 
mond Massey and Alan Hale con- 
_tinues as 3 the screen feature. 
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An RKO Radio Picture with WALTER KENT UNA 
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At Last on the Screen! | 


CABIN =: SKY 














| WHAT ENTERTAINERS! 
*ETHELWATERS . apmstrong | 
*“POCHESTER” *Buck& 











deck guns. Archbishop Spellman ment. Featured with him will be 
of New York visits Malta and is Gracie Barrie and her orchestra. 
greeted by cheering crowds. Others in person include Gene 
; Following selected short sub- Sheldon, comedian, as an extra [aunameRa NOW IT CAN BE TOLD: | 
jects are also showing: added attraction, the Oxford Boys \CASTLEHILL THE STRANGEST LOV 
42nd St.: “Wings Up,” story of and Walter Long. | CHESTER STORY even WHISPERED be, 
Air Force training where a full amet COLISEUM ° 
yeur’s course is condensed into BATHING BEAUTY CONTEST Bist STREET 
84 days which discloses as much 
about a candidate’s fitness as NEXT AT R.K.O. THEATRES A recaps 
it is possible to know. Com- A mammoth Bathing Beauty 58th STREET 
mentary by Capt. Clark Gable. Contest will be staged by RKO HAMILTON ¢ 
“Flop Goes the Weasel,” Mer- Theatres this summer, the details roca tne | 
rie Melody cartoon. of which will be announced after 125th 
46th St.: “Wings Up.” the present RKO Venida Pons Pesan | 
50th St.: Ne al ef and “Flop for Leg Beauty Contest ends. ees ‘FLIGHT FOR | 
Goes the We e Semi-finals in the Beautiful Legs ’ 
72nd St. “Wing gs 0 p,”’ and “Flop Contest took place last Wadane- | 23ra my ' FREEDOM | 
Goes the Weasel.” day evening (May 26th) at RKO’s | 
58th Street, Munhattan; the Al- nt. cee) "[ walked with | | 
COMEDY HELD OVER bee, .Brooklyn; the Alden, Ja- Jj) NEWROCH. aZOMBIE" 
AT THE MUSIC HALL waicas _Proctor’s, Newark; the Ti vouwers JAMES ELSON - ANCES Dee) | 
Fordham in the Bronx; and YONKERS 
Playing to delighted audiences Keith’s, White Plains. The finals 
“The More the Merrier,” new ro- with beauty expert Harry Con- 
mantic comedy rated as one of over, artist James Montgomery 
the year’s funniest and aurring Flagg, and dance master Arthur aan COWBOY IN 
Jean Arthur, Joel McCrea and Murray as judges, are scheduled Te Som 
Charles Coburn, is being held for Wednesday night, June 2nd PmANCLS CaNchORD 
over for a third week starting at RKO’s &6th Street Theatre, SALE 
in its world-premiere engagement Manhattan. 
at. Radio City Music Fat. | | wenn 
Continuing on the Musie Hall’s 
great stage is “Melody Time,” 
colorful revue produced by Rus- “HIGH ADVENTURE ON THE SCREEN !’’—Mirror 


| Markert Nat 


Karson. 


with settings by 


JOSEPH E. 








12th WEEK 
RECORD-BREAKING 


“A show-stopper.” -Walter Winchell 


The Saroyan’s 


HUMAN COMEDY 


starring 


‘HOLLYWOOD 


Former American Ambassador 


“MISSION TO MOSCOW. 


Presented by Warner Bros. | eerie vente are y 
Doors open daily ‘ 
THEATRE, Broadway & 5ist St. 


Continuous 


*LENA HORNE , ory iner 
DUKE REX INGRAM 


*ELLINGTON Johnsen 


JohnsonChoir 
AND BAND AND MORE! 


DAVIES’ 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER'S 


| BIG FUN AND MUSIC SHOW | 


| 
| EXTRA! 


10 A. M. 


Popular Prices 








MICKEY ROONEY 





Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s SECOND 


ASTOR HIT! 


B’ way & 45St. Doors Open10A.M. 
Continuous Perf’s - Popular Prices 


Buy War Bonds 


RAYMOND MASSEY 








“SEASON'S BEST MUSICAL”—PY 
MICHAEL TODD presents 


ETHEL MERMAN 
SOMETHING 


Also—Huimphrey Bogart’s 


How He Sings “As Time Goes 


HUMPHREY BOGART 


“Action in the North Atlantic” -_f 


PERSON 


CAB CALLOWAY and His Jumpin’ Jive Jubilee 


Featuring His Entire Company of Entertainers 
‘Casablanca’ 


DOOLEY WILSON 


= | Capt. CLARK GABLE in ‘Wings Up’ 


NOW PLAYING 
LOEW'S Cool 


CRITERION wey asm 


WEEK 


-- ALAN HALE 
Hit! 




















“Roddy McDOWALL - Preston FOSTER - Rita JOHNSON 


MY FRIEND FLICKA 


| 
Pal Sam a a a } 
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STRAND 


By” | B’way & 47th 














For the BOYS | — 


Book by HERBERT & 
DOROTHY FIELDS 


with ALLEN JENKINS 


COLE PORTER SONGS 
ALVI 


West 52nd St. 
Mats. Wed. & Sat. 








TODAY for 1 week 


Van ALEXANDER 


and his ORCHESTRA 
For FREE Show and Dancing 





EMBASSY 


CHURCHILL ADDRESSES CONGRESS 


In brilliant speech the Prime Minister summarizes the struggles 
and victories of the United Nations in this global war. 


Thrilling Shots Showing U. S. Sub Attacks on Jap Boats 
Plus—KALTENBORN and SELECTED SHORTS 
~3 NEWSREEL THEATRES 


42nd St. & Park Ave. (Airlines Terminal) 


46th St. 
50th St., Radio City—Broad St., Newark 





IN TECHNICOLOR 


20th Century-Fox Picture 


Plus a Stage Show That’s Star-rific! 
THE LARRY MITZI 


HARTMANS ° ADLER ° MAYFAIR 


BOB HANNAN - JEAN, JACK and JUDY 
GAE FOSTER ROXYETTES 
PAUL ASH and ROXY ORCHESTRA 


THE MERRY MAGS extra: 
ROAY 


BUY WAR BONDS 











Extra! 
& B’way — 72nd St. & B’way 


NOW PLAYING 7th Ave. at 50th St. 











OPENS TODAY “ya . Music by 
World's Lar est Theatre Guild’s New Musical Play RIC parigen RODG ERS —_—— —_—— ——_—_— 
g ! ose AR ahi SRSTE IN 2d RADIO CITY MUSIC [IALL 

Salt Water Pool ROUBEN WAMOULIAN on serest end 8 Avenes THEATRE PARTIES 
Dances t = 
All Service Men in Uniform ee AGNES DE MILLE ARTHUR * McCREA Party Branches and sympa- : 
Admitted FREE Anytime ST. J AM ES T H EATRE Joseph ‘Buloff, Joan Roberts, Charles COBURN thetic organizations are re- = 
44th Street West of Broadway Lee Dixon, yt da u saan quested when planning theatre 

It's Fun fo Be Fit! EVES. 8:30 . MATS. Thurs. & Sat. Silva, Celeste Holm ste p i 4 H 
THE MORE parties to do so through Ber- 


























“Gay, laughable and 
a pleasure.” 


MAX GORDON 


PALISADES 


AMUSEMENT PARK 


125th St. Ferry or Direct Bus 


It’s easy to reach from N. Y. 
by West Side 


by JOSEPH FIELDS 


LYCEUM Thea. 45th Street, 


Subway Evgs. 8:40. 
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The Doughgirls 


Staged by GEORGE 8S. 


East of B'way. 
Mats. 


irreveren Ga 9 ay Stevens NEW LEADER rHEATRIC AL 
\ unt x 2p - ATHY . 

presents ON THE GRE. AT STAGE DEI ARTMENT. Phone AL- 
“MELODY TIME “ ) 1 con gonquin 4-4622, New Leader = 
cord of riety Is pre : . = 
inned. ey te ell Ma kert with Corps Theatrical Department, 7 East = 

e Ballet kette Choral Ei “ . . » " 
KAUFMAN Oo Symphons Drehe ti 15th Street, New York City. 


nard Feinman, Manager of the 


THE MERRIER" 








CH. n Erno Kapee 
Sat. Seats Reserved. 


4-4256 
at 2:40 
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SDF News 





FLORIDA.—The summer months are not the time 
educational and organizational work down here... 


for S.D.F. 
. Vacation pur- 


suits, business slack and other factors drive many of our people 


northward, and the usual summer lethargy sets in 


. . Neverthe- 


less, August Claessens, here on a sort of sick leave and vacation, 
met with a group of excellent Social Democrats in Jacksonville, 


with Morris J. Chonin and Alex Robin. 
MIAMI BEACH.—Here Claessens 

lectures for the S.D.F., the Workmen’s 

spoke at the Spinoza Open Forum. 


has so 


Circle 


far 
Branch, 
During his final week, 


three 


also 


delivered 


and 


Claessens wili meet with trade unions and other groups. . . 
BALTIMORE, Md.—August Claessens speaks at the Workmen’s 


ast Baltimore Ave., 


Cirele Labor Lyceum, 
at 8:30 p.m.... 


Sunday, 


May 30th, 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa—August Claessens will be the guest 


speaker at a dinner of the Workmen’s Circle 


Schoo] No. 


14, at 


5723 N. Broad Street, on Saturday, June 5th, 8 p.m.... 


LOS ANGELES, Calif—A letter came fi 
cialist Verband of Los Angeles with $50 for 
Testimonial Fund and for The New 
enjoyable and well-attended symposium on 
After the War,” held on Saturday, May 8th. 
payment—more is to be expected soon... 
NEW YORK CITY.—City Central 
Wednesday, June 2, at 8:30 p. m. . 


$55 


Hudson River to Bear Mountain cn on Saturday, 


om the 
Leader. 
‘The Jewish 
This is onl 


Jewish So- 
Algernon Lee 
raised at the 
Problem 
part 


Committee meeting on 
Annual Boat Ride up the 
August 7th.... 


Tickets: $1.50 for adulis and 75 cents for childven under 12 years 


of age.... 
City Office 


Get tickets from your branch secretary or from the 
Annual Summer Festival of the Finnish-American 


League for Democracy, Sunday, June 6th, at Cherry Park, at the 


foot of Barretto Street and the East 


will be one of the speakers addressing the gathering. . 


for Aid to the Allied Nations: 
Special help has been asked by the Red Cross. . 


are very badly needed—and at once l 


come to the shop to help make these dressings... . 
. . The shop is open 


urgent—do not fail to answer this appeal! 
from Monday through Thursday, from 10 a. m. 
Wednesday evening until 11 o’clock. 


August Claessens 


.. Workshop 


Red Cross calls for bandages... . 
. Surgical dressings 
women are asked to 


The request is 


4 p. m. and on 


Women’s Committee of 


the S.D.F. passed a resolution that proper and necessary appro- 


priations be made for the continuance of 
The Teachers Guild was offered aid and 


school 


luncheons. 


the cooperation of the 


Women’s Committee in support of their demands for better school 


conditions. ... 








EX-LAX 


THE CHOCOLATED LAXATIVE 


Strikes a Happy Medium 


...not too strong! 


‘ 


THE 


OPA Crack-Up 


(Continued from Page One) 
rationed butter.” 

What the Dairy Trust spokesman did not say 
is that the Fat Boys he represents are afraid 
that this rollback is only the first bite of a 
real rollback campaign which ultimately will 
save the consumer a great deal more than 
“just 60 cents a year.” 

Nor did Brandt reveal that what has excited 
the Dairy Trust is the open secret that follow- 
ing strict orders from the President two weeks 
ago OPA investigators and research people have 
been making a detailed study of the whole 
distribution mark-up system. 

The first reaction of the Dairy Trust to this 
news came a week ago Thursday when Brandt, 
who incidentally is also president of the giant 
Land o’ Lakes Creameries, rallied Big Business 
distributors to the attack at a conference of 
Grocery Manufacturers Sales Executives, Inc., 
and the Army Quartermaster Corps represent- 
atives in Chicago. 

Brandt was not even subtle about his 
threats of a strike against the war food 
production program if the OPA continued 
to poke its nose into the subject of profit 
limitation for the Big Business middlemen. 
“In every section of the country,” Brandt 

predicted, “the line of dairy production will 
turn downward and at a dangerously increasing 
pace unless the country recognizes what is hap- 
pening before it is too late and brings about 
corrective measures.” 

This was the reply of the Dairy Trust to 
OPA’s order to roll back butter prices 10 per- 
cent on June 1. As soon as the order was made 
publie two weeks ago the Dairy Trust imme- 
diately rolled back prices they had been paying 
the farmer. without waiting for June 1. That 
was the first step by the Dairy Trust to prompt 
farmer protest against OPA despite steps simul- 
taneously outlined by the Administration to 
grant subsidies to farmers to take up the slack. 

It is perhaps amazing, and at the same time 
indicative of the patience of the American 
people with self-evident and outrageous wrong- 
doing, that there has not as yet arisen in more 
than isolated volume the demand that the 
Government take over and administer in the 
public interest the affairs of Big Business dis- 
tributors who strike against the war effort 
the Government did in the case of the coal mines 
when labor finally struck against the rooking 


as 


it was getting. 
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Capital Comment 


(Continued from Page One) 


the party here extended itself in an all-out cam- 
paign to convince Stalin they are indispensable 
and should not be discarded like an outworn 
pair of carpet slippers (they’re not rationed, 
you know). 

Against the usefulness of the American Com- 
munists as a propaganda center and informa- 
tion-gathering group, Stalin had to weigh in- 
ereased lend-lease food shipments now and in 
the post-war reconstruction period with which 
to feed the Russian people. 

The explanation is that Browder and his kind 
lost and the Russian people won on that deal. 

If this explanation can be credited, this will 
require for many a complete-re-orientation to 
the Communist problem. Heretofore the Ameri- 
can Communists and the Soviet Foreign Office 
could not be regarded except as identical. Now 
it may become necessary to accustom oneself to 
regarding them as separate entities, even though 
the American Communists may go on slavishly 
currying favor with the Big Black Mustache in 
the Kremlin for some time. 

The outstanding danger in the situation, per- 
haps, is that if the Kremlin means what it says 
and will have nothing to do With the American 
Communists any longer, these hirelings who 
forsook honesty and sincerity and other such 
considerations of morality and ethics long years 
ago may emulate the French Communists who 
cozened up to the victorious Nazis in Paris dur- 
ing the Hitler-Stalin Pact days and become the 
“proletarian” spearhead and front for an Amer- 
ican fascism. Their totalitarian training pre- 


Workers Defense League 


pares them for it, their lack of morality fits 
them for it, and their recent collaboration with 
the German-American Bund in America during 
their American Peace Mobilization days gives 
them the experience for it. 

Washington roundup: CPer Leonard Mins, 
whose presence in the super-secret Office of 
Strategic Services was revealed in this column 
on Dec. 5, has been quietly let out. 

The War Production Board will announce 
this week the appointment of Joe Keenan 
of the AFL and Walter Reuther of the CIO 
as special vice-chairmen.... Six weeks ago 
this column revealed that WPB Chairman 
Donald Nelson had offered the two posts to 
labor; what held it up so long was Walter 
Reuther’s loathness to take the post as long 
as he was under Communist attack in the 
Of) 

Don’t gripe about the gasoline shortage; this 
is one time when going without is going for a 
good cause (the air raid on Dortmund which 
wiped out that Nazi industrial center took 
1,000,000 gallons of high test gas).... As an 
insurance actuary would say, OPA Administra- 
tor Prentiss Brown has practically no life ex- 
pectancy left. ... It sounded ominous for Brown 
when Mrs. Roosevelt at her weekly press con- 
ference, which she used to urge grade-labeling, 
said “it would help” to have “a good, strong ad- 
ministrator” to enforce things. ... The inside 
story on Brown’s rejection of grade-labeing is 
he offered it as a compromise to the war prof- 
iteers’ lobbies if they would accept price roll- 
backs and dollars-and-cents ceilings °* but 
try and compromise with a war profiteer! 


Matthew Low Speaks on 
Mission Movie at 
Amalgam. SDF Branch 


Matthew Low, New Leader 
columnist and staff writer, will 
speak on the Joseph Davies 
movie “Mission to Moscow” 
Monday evening. June 7, at 
the SDF branch in the Amal. 
gamated Houses at 80 Var 
Cortlandt Park South in the 
Assembly Hall. New Leader 
readers are invited. Admission 
15 cents. 











Eveline Burns to Address 
ALP on “Planning to 
Eliminate Want" 

Dr. Eveline M. Burns, of the 
National Resources Planning 
Board, will address the Public Af- 
fairs Council of the American 
Labor Party at its next meeting 
to be held on Wednesday evening, 
June 2, at the Hotel Astor. 

The Council has prepared for 
wide distribution the first of a 
ef pamphlets on Na- 
tional Resources Planning Board, 
and Mrs. Burns will talk on “how 
the NRPB to achieve 
the ‘third Freedom 
From Want.” director of 
the research committee on Long- 
Range Work and Relief Policies, 
and was the author of the recent 
Planning Study which was widely 
hailed “the American Bever- 
idge Report.” 


series the 


proposes 
freedom’: 
She is 


as 


Handles Race Relations Case 
Race-relations history in New 
York will be made by the CIO’s 
United Auto Workers when its 
organizers testify June 9th at 
Special Sessions Court, 100 
Centre Street, at the trial of the 
night manager of the Hotel 
Knickerbocker charged with re- 
fusing a room to William Bow- 
man, International Representa- 
tive of the UAM, because of his 
color. The case is being handled 
by the Workers Defense League, 
which announced the trial date. 








Don’t ration your health 


GREEN 


Enjoy Your Vacation With Your Friends 


Hoard your strength by a stay at 


ACRES 


Comintern End 


(Continued from Page Five) 
but did not wish to say and do in its own 
name. 

But as time goes by such pretences wear thin. 
As they become transparent, they lose their 
value. The Comintern has been but little heard 
of for the last two or three years—since the 
Nazist invasion of Russia or even since the fall 
of France, which wiped out the only remaining 
Communist party in Europe that had to be 
treated with at least formal respect. It has 
been little heard of because it was no longer 
useful and therefore is now discarded. 

“Discarded,” however, is perhaps not just the 
right word. Let us rather say that the Comin- 
tern has been dismantled and put in storage. 
Mr. Churchill has reminded us that war is full 
of surprises. So is Bolshevist “Realpolitik.” If, 
with some new turn of events, internationalist 
and revolutionary window-dressing is again 
needed, the once useful and now inconvenient 
machine may be reassembled and put into oper- 





A PERSONAL NOTICE 
The Post Office has asked the coopera- 
tion of all readers of The New Leader in 
addressing mail to this office. To expedite 
mail and relieve mail burdens, the Post 
Office has established a zone address sys- 
tem. The New Leader key number is 3. 
Address all mail as shown below: 
THE NEW LEADER 
7 East 15th Street, 
New York 3, N. Y. 











WLB Crisis 


(Continued from Page One) 
adroitness, the War Labor Board has 
rarily gotten off the spot. 

But even the best friends of the Labor Board 
among well-informed here do not feel 
the Board is yet out of the woods. True, it has 
survived the present crisis. But there is still 
another and greater crisis still ahead. 


tempo- 


circles 


All modern improvements, entertainments, land and 
water sports, excellent cuisine 
Reopening May 27th 

CUSTOMARY DECORATION DAY WEEK-END HOOP-LA 


Off-season rates for June -- Write for Booklet 


LAKE HUNTINGTON, N. Y. Tel. Lake Huntington 3 


Elmer Rosenberg Abraham Ellner 


ation. Stranger things have happened. 

For the present, and for some time to come, 
we shall hear two siren songs. One: “Moscow is 
no longer interested in fomenting world revo- 
lution; Stalin’s Government is a safe partner for 
the democracies, in peace well as in war; 
purged of its original sin, it must be richly 
rewarded after the war.” The other “It was the~ 
that tried infiltrate and to rule 

free trade that danger i 
past; let American and British Organized 
Labor welcome the Red Trade Unions, put its 
faith in them, sit at their feet and learn.” Well 
disciplined innocents, sweet sentimentalists, ad- 
venturistic “intellectuals,” and wily politicians 
will join in the dina setting of 
will 


When and with how much virulence the next 
crisis will strike depends the of 
OPA’s price roll-back campaign. 

It is generally figured that to bridge the 
expected gap between prices and wages 
would require increases in excess of the 
Little Steel formula’s 15 per cent. 

But the trouble is that the War Labor 
Board is powerless ..to grant increases 
heyond the Little Steel formula. Economic 
Stabilization Czar Jimmy Byrnes is the only 
one who has that power now. 

Those who foresee the new crisis for the 
Labor Board point out that Labor will haye 
little reason for going to the Labor Board 
for what it is in any case powerless to grant. 
In such case, the question of the Board’s 
reason for heing is certain raised 
again. 


...not too mild! 
... it’s just right! 
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AT ALL DRUG STORES IN 10¢ AND 25¢ SIZES 
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or ruin our unions; 


In cherished memory of and now 


only child, our talented and affectionate 


Saul N. Minkoff 


ardent Social Democrat and trade union- 
April 27, 1939, and 


falls due on 


our one 











THE END OF THE COMINTERN 


AND THE PROSPECTS OF LABOR INTERNATIONALISM 
Hear the Trotskyist Views of 
JAMES P. CANNON 
National Secretary of the Socialist Wo Party 
SUNDAY EVENING, MAIN BALLROOM, IRVING PLAZA 
May 30, 8 P.M. Place. near 15th Street 
: Auspices: New Workers Party 
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JOIN 


LABOR’'S OWN FRATERNAL ORDER 


THE WORKMEN’S CIRCLE 


A Non-Profit Cooperative Organieation 
73,000 Members $7,500,000 in Assets 


For 
CULTURAL 
EDUCATIONAL 
RECREATIONAL 


activities dedicated to social 
progress and democracy 


And FRATERNAL BENEFITS 
at minimom cost 

Life Insurance from $100to $3,000 
Disability Benefit 
Medical Services 

Cemetery and Funeral Provision 

Tuberculosis Sanatorium 
750 Branches all over the coantry 
Young Circle League clobs for youth 


JOIN 


The Workmen's Circle Chorus 
directed by LAZAR WEINER 


15 Irving 
Local, Socialist 
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maigment. Pamiment. Pa. 


Open for the Season Until September 12, 1943 


\ tired business man speaks of his holiday. a soldier of his furlough, and civilians 
fatigued from the strain of a long, hard, wartime winter, need a breather too. And 
where else but Tamiment can civilians find a spot for their furlough that combines the 
freedom of all outdoors with the table of an epicure and entertainment that is a pre- 
view of Broadway. 
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All of the creature comforts in the midst of a bounty of beauty . a Sun-swept 
hilltop ...a rippling lake... game rooms for every taste and over and above all... 
privacy if you want it. At night there is the theatre, stimulating lecturers, a dream 
of a dance floor and an orchestra famed for its hot licks.’ Besides all this, there is 
another reason. 


Just as it is of national importance that we create a food surplus 
tant that we maintain a health surplus. 


so is it impor 








Special June Feature 


Thursday, June 24, to Sunday, June 27 


Ninth Annual Conference of Tamiment Economic and Social 
Subject: “Post-War Economic Planning." Chairman, 
President, Brooklyn College. 


—AMONG THE SPEAKERS — 
Beardsiey Rumil—Author, Rum! Tax Plan, Chairman of New York Federal 


Reserve Bank 


Alvin H. Hansen — Harvard University, Graduate, School of Public 
Administration 

Abba P. Lerner—New School of Social Research 

Ernest Minor Patterson—President, American Academy of Social and 
Political Science 

Ralph A. Young—Chairman, National Bureau of Economic Research 

Louis P. Waldman—Labor Attorney 

Mrs. Abraham Epstein—American Association for Social Security 

Mr. Algernon Lee—President, Rand School. 

Frank D. Graham—Dept. of Economics and Social Institutions of Princeton 
University 

Frank MacDermot—Former Member of Senate of Eire 


TAMIMENT 


MRS. BERTHA H. MAILLY BEN JOSEPHSON 
Director Associate Director 


or 
The Workmen’s Circle 
Mandolin Orchestra 

directed by LUIGI PAPARELLO 








THE WORKMEN'S CIRCLE 
75 East Broadway, New York City 
ORchard 4-3400 


Institute. 
Harry Gideonse, 


Please send me further information. 
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WORKMEN'S MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE 
SOCIETY, Inc. 
(ORGANIZED 1873) 

A Cc-operative Fire Insurance 
Society Owned and Operated 
by Workingmen 
100% Unionized 
HOUSEHOLD FIRE INSUR- 
ANCE AT ACTUAL COST 
Average Rate 10¢ Annually 
for every $100.00 Insurance 
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ENTRANCE TO SOCIAL HALL—TAMINENT 


Rates: 


June Ist to June 24th: $34.00 per week. $7.00 per day including de luxe accommodation. 
Couple cabins: $37.50 per week. $8.00 per day. 
June conference rate: June 24-27, 3 days, $20.00, de luxe accommodations, additional. 


Summer Rates, June 21-Labor Day (September 6): $41.50 per week, additional for de 
luxe accommodations. 
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Fire Loses Appraised Liberally 
Jpon admission every member 
must make a deposit equal to= 
90 cents for every $100.00 of S 
insurance. This deposit will be 
repaid in full upon withdrawal. 


FOR TRANSPORTATION AND OTHER DETA!LS— 


PHILADELPHIA: 
114 North 10th Street 
Phone: Walnut 4233 


NEWARK, N. J.: 
188 Springfield Avenue 
Phone: MArket 2-8350 


Camp Tamiment 
Tamiment, Pennsylvania 
Phone: Bushkill One 


NEW YORK HEADQUARTERS: 
7 East 15th Street 
Phone: Algonquin 4-344] 


For farther information 
aroly to the Main Office 


227 EAST 84th STREET 
New York City 
Telephone REgent 4-2433 


Ask for booklet 62 
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A Voice From , 
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Underground Italy 





FROM CAIRO has come a little collection of stories—‘Morte di Italiani” written by 
an Italian worker who has served as a revolutionary in the underground, and now 
waits with the small band of anti-fascist exiles scattered throughout North Africa for 
the day to strike back against Fascism. 

How much is known of the Italian struggle for liberation, of the sufferings of 
the people, of their hate and depression, of their hope and love? Salvemini has written 
their history, Borgese has recorded their spirit, Ignazio Silone has rendered their 
tragedy. But the little tales, the simple chronicles of day-to-day life in a land darkened 
by a tyranny which is now crumbling have remained unknown. Yet it is out of these 
sources that the anti-fascists, “pitiless, ruthless as memory” will have re-won Italy. 

The New Leader is proud to present for the first time a few of these steries to 
the American public. Miss Frances Keene, who has translated them for us, writes: 
“Americans care very much about Italy now, enough even to listen to her anti-Fascist 
voices, enough perhaps to draw comfort from the fact that, all through the years of 
2 their deafness, these voices have been singing and warning. Sometimes the singing has 
= been of dirges, and sometimes it has been like the stories I am sending you, a hymn 
= of hate. These pages deserve a chance to reach a reading, thinking, democratic public. 
And out of that public, perhaps, someone will come who will want to publish Stefano 
Terra’s book: the book of an Italian anti-Fascist working in Cairo, fighting as he 
always fought.” 


Also: 


ARTICLES BY SELIG PERLMAN, HENDRIK WILLEM VAN LOON, W. B. 
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‘HESSELTINE, TOM HARRISSON, MARIA ROSE OLIVER, KATHERINE 
LENROOT, AND OTHERS. 


And 


A new monthly department on Civil Liberties in Wartime by Milton R. 
Konvitz, Professor of Law at N.Y.U. Law School and associate counsel 


NAACP. 
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Where the 
News Ends 


By WILLIAM HENRY CHAMBERLIN 


sion to Moscow,” which might have better 
(in Matthew Low’s phrase) been entitled 
“Submission to Moscow” is a lie from begin- 
ning to end in its propaganda implications. 
It is so thickly studded with demonstrable fac- 
tual inaccuracies that space only allows me to list 
three of the most glaring. Marshal Tukhachevsky, 
who never received a public trial at all, is shown 
confessing in open court. Ribbentrop is repre- 
sented as making a trip to Moscow in 1937, or 
1938, which he never made. The two occasions 
when he did visit Moscow, in 1939, were signal- 
ized by the signature of the Soviet-German non- 
aggression pact and of supplementary economic 
agreements which eased the task of the German 
war machine. Finally, and most absurdly, Pad- 
erewski is shown as Premier of Poland in 1938, 
although the great musician’s fleeting connection 
with Polish politics ended very soon after the 
First World War. 

















HE dissolution of the Communist International 

formally puts an end to an intolerable scandal 
in Soviet foreign relations and tardily redeems a 
pledge given by Maxim Litvinov, then Commissar 
for Foreign Affairs, to President Roosevelt al- 
most ten years ago. 

It is a new proof of the predominance in 
Stalin’s character of the practical politician over 
the doctrinaire revolutionary fanatic. Inasmuch 
as. the Axis powers have made much use of the 
hypocritical claim that they were fighting inter- 
national communism (despite the recent experi- 
ence of the Hitler-Stalin Pact) it is a shrewd 
step on the part of the Soviet dictator to throw 
the International out of the window, or at least 
to put it in cold storage for the duration of the 
war. 

No one out of the political simpleton class 
could seriously question the proposition that 
the Soviet Government bears direct responsi- 
bility for every act of the International. 
David Manuilsky, one of the principal bosses 
of that organization, testified in 1929 that 
“not a document of importance, possessing 
big international significance, was issued 
from the Communist International without 
the most active participation of Stalin in its 
formulation.” 


* 


HAT is worst about the Davies-Hollywood 
partnership production is that, instead of con- 
centrating on aspects of Russian life with which 
Americans would sympathize, it perversely white- 
washes and even glorifies some of the most ob- 
jectionable features of a totalitarian state: the 
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GOVERNMENT BY ATTAINDER 
GAIN we have a Senate committee to 
thank for heading off a scandalous action 
by the House. The House of Representatives 
on May 18th, by a vote of 318 to 62, attached 
to an appropriation bill a proviso to the 
effect that none of the funds should be used 
to pay the salaries of Robert Morss Lovett, 
Goodwin B. Watson or William E. Dodd. This 
action was taken on the basis of “evidence” 
submitted by the Kerr Committee to the effect 
that these men were guilty of “subversive 
affiliations.” This is meant to mean, in plain 
language, that they are Communists. 

Looked at from any point of view, this is 
a ‘dangerous proceeding. For more than a 
century the Supreme Court has consistently 
ruled that appointments are the responsibility 
of the executive department. Over the years, 
procedures have been perfected for the pro- 
tection of government employees and for their 
proper trial in case of charges. The Kerr 
Committee, without hearings, without any- 
thing in the way of legal evidence, now pre- 
sumes to smear the names of public servants 
and to rob the nation of their services. With 
regard to William E. Dodd, The New Leader 
holds no brief for him. But it is convinced 
that Robert Morss Lovett and Goodwin 
Watson are good citizens, honest men and 
eminently qualified for the positions which 
they hold. 

Secretary of the Interior Ickes performed 
an important public service in revealing the 
slipshod methods of the Kerr Committee. 
When this group was set up, it was thought 
to be a means provided by Congress to protect 
itself against the slanderous methods of the 
Dies Committee. In this case, however, Con- 
gressman Kerr has merely echoed Congress- 
man Dies, and both of them—as Secretary 
Ickes proved—are merely repeating the malo- 
dorous gossip of Elizabeth Dilling. That the 
Congress of the United States could descend 
so low is beyond imagination. 

Rectifying action‘ by the Senate Appropria- 
tions Committee is needed, not to clear the 
reputations of Robert Morss Lovett and 
Goodwin B. Watson, but to wipe away the 
stigma placed on the record of our national 
legislature by Messrs. Dies and Kerr. 





LABOR AND 1944 

T has long been evident that the present set- 

up of trades unions and government would 
drive the unions more definitely and mili- 
tantly into politics. Under stress of war 
conditions, the unions have voluntarily relin- 
quished the usual weapons whereby they 
defend the interests of their members. Their 
powers of negotiation are limited by laws 
and administrative policies. Their only means 
of asserting themselves is through political 
pressure. Under these conditions it is inevi- 
table that trades unions should organize for 
political purposes. Stern necessity has tri- 
umphed over traditional theory. 

Over the week-end, representative bodies of 
union men in Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
took definite action. The most impressive 
feature of the situation is that in both these 
great industrial states, unions of the A. F. 
of L., CIO and the Railway Brotherhoods 
were well represented. The Philadelphia con- 


vention spoke directly tor 135,000 members. 
In both states there is real power behind this 
movement. The Pennsylvania United Labor 
Committee and the New Jersey American 
Labor League are substantial organizations. 

Both organizations will be adequately 
financed, will set up county and ward affiliates 
and put in motion machinery designed to 
dominate elections this fall and—especially— 
in 1944. The American Labor Party has 
thus rapidly secured important support. With 
balance-of-power labor groups in three im- 
portant states, the prospects grow definitely 
brighter. These states will send 99 delegates 
to the next Democratic national convention. 
There is still time for the seting up of similar 
Jabor groups in other states. If trade unionists 
throughout the country follow the examples 
set in these three states, the election of 1944 
may turn out very differently from that 
of 1942. 





A VOICE FROM THE GALLERY 

HE South will do well to pay attention to 

one voice that rang out on Tuesday in the 
House of Representatives. A United States 
sailor spoke. His address consisted of two 
sentences. He had none of the manners of 
congressional oratory. He was not elected. 
But he voiced the thought of the vast majority 
ot' the people of this country. 

The debate concerned the Anti-Poll-Tax 
bill, a measure making it illegal to demand 
the payment of a tax as a qualification for 
voting for federal officials. A similar bill was 
passed by the House last fall. It was shame- 
lessly filibustered to death by poll-taxers in 
the Senate. The wild raving of enemies of 
the bill heard on the floor last Tuesday is suffi- 
cient to prove that there is no such thing 
as reasonable argument against it. Speaking 
for the seven poll-tax states, Congressman 
Starnes of Alabama cut a sorry figure when 
he proclaimed that “if all the forty-eight 
states had a poll tax, the quality of' the legis- 
lators in this body would be raised to a higher 
level.” 

The bill was passed, 265 to 110. Now it goes 
to the Senate. It will be well for the southern 
SSenators—before they decide on their strategy 
—to consider seriously the contribution made 
to the debate by the young sailor. In his two 
sentences he expressed two clear and pertinent 
thoughts. First came a question: “Why 
should a man have to pay a tax to vote when 
he can fight without paying it?” Then came 
a declaration that has wide bearing: “I came 
here to see how a democracy works, and I 
found them fighting the Civil War all over 
again.” 

If the Senators start a filibuster, they will 
have this young man to deal with. The nation 
is fighting for its life. Thus far the present 
Congress has wasted months of time over 
every problem presented to it. If southern 
Senators consume precious weeks “fighting the 
Civil War all over again,” they will be assum- 
ing a terrible responsibility. 





FOOD INTERNATIONALISM 

S the dissolution of the Comintern is an- 
nounced, a new international, an inter- 
national of nutrition, is gradually taking 
form at Hot Springs, Va. The British and 
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American proposals placed before the United 
Nations Food Conference this week carry 
this project far beyond the wordy region of 
investigation and theory. If these _ pro- 
posals are adopted and implemented, we shall 
have resulting trom this conference a_per- 
manent international body with far more of 
executive authority than, let us say, the Inter- 
national Labor Office of the League of Nations. 
Both proposals, moreover, involve the calling 
of other conferences and the setting up of 
other authorities in the fields of international 
trade and finance. 

The object of the conference is to secure the 
full use of the soil resources of the various 
nations in order to satisfy the nutritional 
needs of all the populations. The British plan, 
presented by Richard Law, proposes to estab- 
lish “buffer stocks” of vital foods and ad- 
minister them in such a way as to secure an 
even flow through-good years and bad, and 
prevent speculative prices such as have, in the 
past, interfered with international trade. This 
bold proposal is, of course, closely akin to 
the “ever normal granary” project of our 
own Department cf Agriculture. Within a 
decade a great idea has passed from the na- 
tional to the international level. 

On Tuesday the United States delegation 
proposed the setting up of an “interim com- 
mission” to continue the work of the Con- 
ference and recommend to the member gov- 
ernments “a specific plan for a permanent 
international body to deal with the problem 
of food and agriculture.” In connection with 
this proposal, consideration is to be given to 
relaticnships “to other permanent institutions 
in related economic and other fields.” 

The delegates who introduced this reso- 
lution were obviously aware of the fact that 
unless there is international control of finance 
and reciprocal lowering of trade barriers— 
in fact, unless there is some form of inter. 
national government—all that goes on at Hot 
Springs comes under the head of wishful 
thinking. Every farmer knows there is a lot 
of work and sweat between seed-time and 
harvest. Hot springs represents the time of 
planting. Unless the harvest is to remain 
purely imaginary, the: toughest part of the 
work remains to be done. 





FAIRNESS TO A GREAT ALLY 


HE House Immigration Committee is hold- 

ing hearings on the Chinese Exelusion Acts. 
For many years our immigration law has been 
an insult to our great ally, to the nation which 
is bearer of the oldest civilization on earth 
and which will, in the not distant future, take 
the lead in the rehabilitation of Asia. The 
Chinese are the only people specifiically ex- 
cluded by name from this country. 

Historically this act of exclusion is intel- 
ligible. But at the present moment it is inde- 
fensible. If immigrants from China were ad- 
mitted exactly as are all others under our 
quota system, we could accept no more than 
100 a year. To pretend that there could be 
any possible evil results would be fantastic. 
On the other hand, a great wrong would be 
set right. We should be giving friendly recog- 
nition to our heroic Asiatic ally. Speed in 
taking this action would add to its decency 
and effectiveness. 
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Deaths onProductionFrontExceedWar 
Casualties asSafetyGuards areRelaxed 


Don Sturzo 
Corrects Some 
History 


Liberal.tolerance in regard to political organi- 
zations has never been a characteristic of the 
Soviet regime. Even such an innocuous organiza- 
tion as a press club for foreign journalists has 
been frowned on and officially forbidden. One 
might imagine it would strain the credulity even 
of the Webbs, the Dean of Canterbury and Mr. 
Corliss Lamont to believe that the Soviet Govern- 
ment would permit the existence in its capital 
of an international organization which it did not 
eontrol down to the last and smallest detail of 
its activity. 

% * a 

HIS is why the continued existence of the In- 

ternational after Great Britain and the United 
States became active allies of the Soviet Union, 
following Hitler’s attack, was nothing short of a 
scandal. It is certainly the first time in history 
that a government which was receiving lavish 
and desperately needed war aid from foreign 
powers maintained on its territory a conspira- 
torial organization which aimed to overthrow 
these friendly governments. 

Stalin showed more sense of propriety than 
some of his undiscriminating foreign admir- 
ers when he decided to put an end to this 
anomaly. It is to be hoped that the Soviet 
dictator did not sell the idea to Mr. Davies, 
whose visit so closely preceded the dissolution 
of the International, that the closing down 
of the Comintern was a notable concession, 
for which America should give a quid pro 
quo in the form, for instance, of recognizing 
Stalin’s predatory annexations during the 
period of his collaboration with Hitler. 

So far as America is concerned, the closing 
down of the International is merely the redemp- 
tion of a promise, the precise text of which was 
cited in this column several weeks ago, given 
on behalf of the Soviet Government on the eve 
of the resumption of Soviet-American diplomatic 
relations in the autumn of 1933. It certainly calls 
for no compensation, because neither America nor 
any other foreign country has ever maintained an 
organization comparable with the Communist In- 
ternational, and aiming at the overthrow of the 
Soviet Government. 

Assuming that it will be honestly carried into 
effect, the repudiation of Moscow’s sponsorship 
of Communist movements throughout the world 
removes a serious potential cause of friction be- 


tween the Soviet Union and foreign countries, and 
an obtacle to the development of normal friendly 
relations between the Russian and American 


peoples. 

But the cause of Soviet-American friend- 
ship can only suffer from such alleged efforts 
to promote it as the Davies film, “Mission 
to Moscow,” and the meeting which was re- 
cently held in Carnegie Hall under the chair- 
manship of Corliss Lamont, largely it seems, 
for the purpose of boosting the film. “Mis- 


Moscow trials and the hardboiled Soviet foreign 
policy of the period of the Stalin-Hitler Pact. It 
provokes and makes inevitable criticism from all 
who have the least concern with objective his- 
torical truth. It is not on a basis of falsehood 
and slick onesided totalitarian propaganda that 
Russian-American friendship can be or will be 
built. 

The technique of the Davies film was very much 
in evidence in Mr. Lamont’s speech at Carnegie 
Hall. He conjured up the spectre of a sinister 
“anti-Soviet campaign” in this country and pro- 
ceeded to list as the first four elements in it, 
according to the New York Times report ot’ his 
speech, “Use of the Soviet-Polish crisis, use of 
the Alter-Ehrlich case, furor over relations of 
Russia with the Baltic States, question of Fin- 
land.” 

Now in all these matters Mr. Lamont at- 
tributes to the unnamed promoters of his 
“anti-Soviet campaign” responsibility for is- 
sues which would never have arisen had it 
not been for acts of the Soviet Government 
itself. It was the GPU, not any sponsors of 
an “anti-Soviet campaign,” that murdered 
Ehrlich and Alter. 

There would be no controversy about Soviet- 
Polish relations, no “furor over relations of Rus- 
sia with the Baltic States,” no “question of Fin- 
land” if the Soviet Government were prepared 
to honor the treaties of non-aggression and neu- 
trality which it concluded, at its own initiative, 
with its Western neighbors in the thirties, if 
Stalin were disposed to live up to his own pop- 
ular phrase of that same time: “We won’t want 
a foot of anyone else’s territory and will not give 
up an inch of our own.” 

Incidentally, who appointed Arthur Upham 
Pope, one of the leading lights of the Carnegie 
Hall meeting, to the pompous sounding post of 
“Chairman, Committee for National Morale’? 
Mr. Pope’s labored apologetics for Stalin’s poli- 
cies don’t raise my morale one bit and I wonder 
whether his title may not be self-bestowed. And, 
as a further aside, who appointed Walter Duranty 
a judge of truth? His plug for the “Submission 
to Moscow” contains the phrase: “It is a picture 
of truth.” 

It is an old convention in Soviet political trials 
for children to denounce their supposedly guilty 
parents and clamor for their immediate execution. 
I am afraid I must reverse that process and re- 
port my fifteen-year-old daughter Elizabeth, who 
was born in Moscow, to Izvestia, Pravda, The 
New Masses and The Daily Worker as a counter- 
revolutionary, an enemy to the people, a Trotsky- 
ite scoundrel and a Bukharinite viper. In a recent 


current-events paper in school she was asked 


about the origin of the Stalin-Hitler Pact and 
replied, with lamentable disresnect for the Joe 
Davies version of history: “Stalin concluded the 
pact with Hitler to gain time—and part of 
Poland,” 


From JACOB MARGOLIN 
To the Editor: 


After being concealed for over 
a year, what has been termed the 
“greatest blunder in industrial 
medicine” recently came to light 
in Los Angeles, when suits aggre- 
gating $5,000,000 were filed in the 
Superior Court on behalf of 57 
employees of the California Ship- 
building Corporation, one of the 
largest shipbuilders in the coun- 
try with a monthly production 
of almost twenty ships. The 57 
shipyard workers were perma- 
nently injured by the X-rays of a 
fluoroscope machine operated by 
inexperienced attendants in the 
first aid unit maintained by the 
Liberty Mutual Co., the compen- 
sation insurance carrier for the 
California Shipbuilding Corpora- 
tion. 

The misuse of the fluoroscope 
which resulted in the mutilation 
of the men, occurred during Sep- 
tember, October and November of 
1941. Men who had been exam- 
ined by the machine complained 
of pains, which was followed by 
ulcers, running sores, the slough- 
ing off of the flesh and finally 
amputation of the affected areas. 
At first it was thought that fun- 
gus infection was responsible. 
Then rumors spread that leprosy 
had been transmitted from the 
South seas. By the end of No- 


vember, 1941, the improper use 
of the fiuoroscope had been defi- 
nitely established as the cause of 
the “leprosy” although the infor- 
mation was kept from the victims 
for over a year. 

Those who are completely in- 
capacitated receive $100.00 per 
month workmen’s compensation 
from the State, which is a mere 
pittance for a family under pres- 
ent living costs. 

The rather unusual circum- 
stances surrounding this case 
should more forcibly call to the 
attention of progressive people 
everywhere the almost wholly 

unnecessary killing of workers 
that is taking place in our war 
industries, perhaps under more 


Wants Facts on 


From JOSEPH M. COLDWELL 
To the Editor: 

The civilian workers have been 
getting hell lately. I yield to no 
man in my gratitude to those who 
are fighting on the battle fronts 
on land, on sea and in the air. 
They are fighting for our way of 
life as opposed to the ways of 
life as proposed by the Axis pow- 
ers. But so are the men and 
women on the production and 
transportation lines, on land and 
on the seas. They wear no uni- 
forms but the grime and sweat 
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prosaic conditions. As reported 
by the National Safety Council, 
the toll for 1942 exceeds by sev- 
eral times the number of cas- 
ualties in the armed forces. 


A considerable proportion of 
the responsibility for these civil- 
ian tragedies rests on certain in- 
terests hostile to labor who are 
using the war emergency as a 
lever with which to overthrow 
protective legislation built up in 
the last fifty years. 

It is the duty of Socialists and 
progressives to protect the labor 
safeguards against the specious 
argument that the war effort re- 
quires their abrogation. 

Los Angeles. 


Labor Record 


of honest labor. But they, too, 
place their lives and limbs in 
danger every hour of the day and 
night. 

Why not print—and repeat—the 
figures of production increasing 
each month in ships, planes, tanks 
and munitions? Why not publish 
articles showing the lack of hous- 
ing for the workers near the 
larger industrial plants? Why not 
tell us something about the num- 
ber of deaths in the maritime 
service? There must be a heavy 
toll of deaths and accidents 
among the industrial workers. 

Why this veil of silence about 
the soldiers of the production 
front? 

Providence, R. I. 





WELL-INFORMED— 
UNBIASED 
From VINCENT BELLO 
Director, Italian-American Labor 
Council 
To the Editor: 

I want to compliment you on 
the complete structure of your 
publication, the liberal policy you 
dispiay, and the unbiased way 
in which you present facts. Its 
contents are the best literature 
one may get from a periodical, 
and although you publish the 
news weekly, your articles are 
sufficient to keep one well-in- 
formed of all important current 
events. 


From LUIGI STURZO 
To the Editor: 


Permit me to correct an error 
that is frequently made with re- 
gard to the name of the party 
which I founded in Italy in Jan- 
uary, 1919. It was not the Chris- 
tian Popular (Peasant) Party, 
as noted in the April 30 issue of 
The New Leader, but the Italian 
Popular Party. In Europe we 
have had ten Popular parties; 
the only survivor is the Czech 
Popular Party, and its leader is 
now the President of the Czecho- 
Slovakian Government in Exile, 
Msgr. Szamek. For the informa- 
tion of Anglo-American readers, 
some newspapermen are in the 
habit of adding Christian Demo- 
cratic, parenthesizing these words. 

The Italian Popular Party was 
neither a religious nor a denomi- 
national party. Nor was itaclass 
party. Thereforg to characterize 
it as a Christian-and as a peasant 
party is to give a false impres- 
sion. This piece of misinforma- 
tion has come from a pamphlet 
published last year by the Oxford 
Press under the title, Who Mus- 
solini Is. At that time, I felt my- 
self obliged to furnish a rectifi- 
eation in a letter which was 
printed in People and Freedom 
of London (August, 1942). 

In this letter occurred the fol 
lowing passage: “Another phrase 
which may seem unimportant but 
which, too, is misleading is the 
description of the Party simply 
as one ‘which had acquired a 
strong hold over the peasants,’ 
when actually the majority of 
members were drawn from the 
middle class and artisans and a 
little less from the peasants 
(save in the North, where most 
of the peasants were Popular), 
while the intellectual class, the 
students and professors, were 
widely represented.” 

Jacksonville, Florida. 
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